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The buildings vwere finally transported
wia roadwvway from their previous loca-—-

Tiomn, in western St. Lucie County, dur—
ing the late hours of thhe night, to

where they stand today, in the spring
of 2019.

Later thhat year, thhe City of Port St.
Lucie approved a lease agreement with
the Port St. Lucie Historical Society to
allow thhe Lodge to be used as a
museurm, office and storage of its
archives and collections.

I thhe coming years the “"Peacock
House” will also be restored, to be

used as a display museum to reflect
life in the past.
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Peacock Lodge, next to the Port St. Lucie Botanical
Gardens, houses the Port St. Lucie Historical Society
Museum and Education Center. We were treated to
wonderful stories about the founding and
Herat DI YeUT WYnNWAY! qlWE q lOLW
curator, Donnita Graben, shown below.
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We listened while
the Curator,
Donnita Graben,
told us stories of

how Port St. Lucie
started. Later we
watched a movie
about the history.

Fascinating'










Displays of some of the clubs, including Rio Lindo Garden Club, founded
iIn 1960, which helped to make Port St. Lucie what it has become today, a
bustling city of over 284,000 people.




| A STORY OF THE FIRST FAMILY
AND A BIG CONCH SHELL

long time ago, in the year 1953, before there was a place called River Park or a city

rt St. Lucie, a family built their dream in the middle of “almost nowhere.” The owners
[ean William’s, built their business and moved into the residence built above their new

with their daughters Christine and Bonnie. It was the first business located in the middle

t nowhere”, on U. S. Highway 1, between Fort Pierce and Stuart. It didn’t stay that way

of course. If you haven’t figured it out yet, we are talking about Port St. Lucie’s first and

ost business the SHELL BAZAAR

' The Shell Bazaar under construction in
" | | 1952, (left), included housing on the d
| | floor where the Williams Family resiccu.

The big Conch Sh-'1 fnictured below)
arrived in 1955. 1t 1 500 pounds
of concrete and rei Jianufac-
tured in Dayton s relocated and
put in place by a crane.

Hundreds of people return annually to
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— ﬁ photos in the big pink shell. Have you?

=~ shop at the Shell Bazaar and retake their |
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The Williams sisters grew up and played in the open fields and groves nearby.
Fort Pierce. Christine enjoyed horseback riding with friends when she m’t.
the store. Back then you could ride a horse just about anywhere

But in 1955, homes started popping up in what is now known as River Park a

started moving into the neighborhood. One family, in particular, the Grab

and that boy stole Christine’s heart. Dennis and Christine are together today, keeping
alive at the Shell Bazaar.
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In The Shell Bazaar still a family run busines , ‘
A i ) e vears but the

by daughter Christine. It has changed a lot over the year t

11 which was erecte

s 71 years later, 1s Opt

pink nch she d in 1955 still stands today
o s
ing in tourists and residents

The Shell
Bazaar on
US 1,
owned by
the
Williams
family, Is
one of the
last few
original
buildings
still
standing.




Port St. Lucie Marina and Yacht Club — 1959

R

One of the original
buildings built
before Port St.

Lucie became a
city or even had
the name.



"The race that couldn't be"
RESCHEDULED

OCTOBER 8, 1988

12:00 NOON
NORTH PORT MARINA, PORT ST. LUCIE

DIVISIONS

* SURFBOARDS * CANOES
* SPRINT * HAND PADDLED
INNERTUBES & POLED RAFTS
* RUBBER RAFTS * UNLIMITED RAFTS
& * MISCELLANEOUS * GRUDGE MATCHES
.~ OVER $2.000 IN PRIZE MONEY
nte lcttvltlllth Ou 3
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"The race that couldn't be"
RESCHEDULED

OCTOBER 8, 1988

12:00 NOON
NORTH PORT MARINA, PORT ST. LUCIE

DIVISIONS

* SURFBOARDS » CANOES

* HAND PADDLED
& POLED RAFTS

* GRUDGE MATCHES
- 52000 IN PRIZE MONE.Y
d activities t

™

) m
o




GEORGE FOSTER 3 FELIX MILLAN

RACIOE A T Sramaat
1989-1990_ <
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FAMOUS GUESTS

Perry Como, Jack Nicklaus, Lee Trevino, Bob Murphy,
Sammy Snead, Vincent Price, Joey Bishop, Dinah Shore,
Lee Majors, Jerry Lewis, “Tip” O’Neill, Joe DiMaggio,
Joe Namath, Jim McKay, Ted Williams, Spiro Aghew,

Bob Griese, Harlem Globetrotters, and many more.

Famous Guests such as Perry Como, Jack Nicklaus, Lee Travino, Bob Murphy, Sammy Sneed, Vincent Price, Joey Bis
RUCGWEGSY!I DAWx WWW~¢cTYI+ AWs Il 1! Wx Ws Rt AWLNRGwWEk WDRGGHA
Harlem Globetrotters and many more visited our golf courses in the early days.




| The Rio Lindo Garden Club been very instrumental in making the Port St. Lucle |
Manw-lumm'smnhm.mmmmm "(

white fenced herb container garden.

o Lindo Gardn Clut
the Hibiscus

above), incl fencing, stone path, irrigation head anda |

Rio Lindo Garden Club was one of the first
organizations in Port St. Lucie, founded odune20,
1960, and federated on October 3, 1961. The
photos on this slide were taken directly from our
archives. For more of our history, go to the
Archives section on this website to see each year
b 13Gc | ¢ q 1J Galot@ilbjidlt tifidrmadiéntthere.
RioLindowas heavilyingrained in the fabric of Port
St. Lucie before it became a city, right through
today.
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by
NINA BARANSKI
for the

PORT ST. LUCIE HISTORICAL

We were each given a copy of
the above book to take home.
Thank you, Historical Society.




Our Chaplain, Linda

G., read us a prayer,
NG WX Y1 T |
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As usual,
the food
was great.
Thank you,
hostesses!




RAFFLE




