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16 people
attended our
spring luncheon
at Carr a
Italian Grill in St.

Lucie West. Fun,
good food and
fellowship was
enjoyed by all.







DISTRICT X FFGC AWARDS

Presented at District X Spring Meeting
April 23, 2026

Boca Raton Garden Club
e Award 11 - Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Camila Roidan — 3" Grade

| Boynton Beach Garden Club
e Award 35 - Fundraising

Elison Garden Club of Lake Worth
e Award 25 - Garden Therapy Geriatric & Exceptional
e NGC Youth Sculpture - Calia Lunford - 4™ Grade

Garden Club of Indian River County
e Award 42 - Edible Landscaped Garden - Jane Van Istandal

| Garden Club of Stuart
e Award 11 - Yearbook
Award 14 — DePalma Sillik Website
Award FS105D - Flower Show Achievement: Patriotic Standard Fl. Show
Award FS129 0 Flower Show Focal Area
Award FS 122C - Flower Show Schedule
Award FS133 - Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts — Rosita Aristoff

| Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie
e Award 33 - Clyde D. Ware Award for Civic Development
e Award 56 — Butterfly Conservation

Wellington Garden Club

e Award 39 - Arbor Day Celebration

e Award 74 - Year’s Programs

¢ NGC Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster — Helen Pimerted — 2" Grade
e NGC Poetry Contest — Mila Abella — 1 Grade

DEEP SOUTH GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS

| Elison Garden Club of Lake Worth

e Award 8 - 2" Place - Special Achievement for Garden Therapy Project

’| Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie

e Award 14 - 2™ Place, Large Club — Butterfly Conservation Project

Wellington Garden Club
o Award #7 — 2™ Place - Tree Planting Award for Arbor Day Project
e NGC Poetry Contest — Mila Abella — Second Place - First Grade




FLORIDA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS INC.

AWARDS TALLY SHEET 2025-2027

Award # 33 Category/Class Y°"® _ Award Name: Clyde D Ware Award for Civic Develogg
Chair judging award Sandra Amold Tel: 352-870-6161 Email: seamold6348@gmail.cg

.

g

" jmmtiun of Gardep Clup "

Others judging award: Betty Anderson, Shelley Warner, Lisa Bottaro
Award Winner District 10 City port St. Lucie
Club/Circle/Individual Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie Score g7 25

Comments: Why, How, Who, What made you select the winner. Please give detailed comments.
Your comments should present a visual picture for awards presentation.

Impressive Community involvement

|
1{“

Other entries received and judged: (list in order of highest score to lowest score)

Club/Circle Individual Score

None

/
~
~

Port St. Lucie

for Civic Development

April 15, 2026

Oyfqﬂa//w/e
1%

Fill out Form completely. List ALL entries.

Yute

Email completed form to Sylvia Swartz, Awards Chair:
sswartzffgcawards@gmail.com (239-339-3778) by Dec. 13 LATEST




FFGC AWARD JUDGING FORM

GENERAL
Name of Club/Circle _Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie #Members 40 District 10
District or Individual Phone/Email_lindasgiddens@gmail.com

FFGC AWARD # 33  AWARD TITLE _Civic Development & Community Involvement

Category 1 Class: or Section

REVIEW & KEEP AVAILABLE THE AWARD DESCRIPTION — Base your scores on its content.

If there is specific scoring guidance printed in the Handbook for a specific award, please use that scoring guidance.
Otherwise, use the rubric below.

Note to judges: Points shown below are the maximum for each section, lower points may be given if applicable.

Presentation 15 Total _15
Application — all sections are filled in 2 2
Application - neat and concise. 1 1
Application adheres to 3 single page limit unless otherwise specified in award description. 12 12
Achievement 55 Total _54
Meets FFGC & NGC Goals ) 10 10
Scope (size) of project defined (Purpose, planning and work completed) 15 15
Benefit to members, recipients, community, etc. (Tangible results, educational value) 20 20
Goals (Club/Individual/District, FFGC & NGC) referred to and how they were met. 5 4

Very brief history if it is a continuing project 5 5
Participation 15 Total _15
Number of member participation (may include any type of support given) 10 10
Involvement of others (community, government agencies, professionals, youth, facility residents 5 5

and others).

Documentation 15 Total __ 14
Clear photos when applicable and labeled ]

Financials — Amount budgeted, funds and in-kind donations receive&, expenses, if applicable. 5 4
Landscape plan when applicable (give full credit if not applicable) 5 )

Total Scored 98

Comments: I did not deduct for sections being left out as the new application was confusing. There was no reference to
district, state & national). and no financials. I thought the club did an outstanding job.

FFGC AWARD JUDGING FORM

GENERAL
Name of Club/Circle _Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie # Members 40 District __ 10
District or Individual Phone/Email _lindasgiddens@gmail.com
FFGC AWARD # 33 AWARD TITLE _Civic Development & Community Involvement
Category 1 Class: or Section

REVIEW & KEEP AVAILABLE THE AWARD DESCRIPTION — Base your scores on its content.

If there is specific scoring guidance printed in the Handbook for a specific award, please use that scoring guidance.
Otherwise, use the rubric below.

Note to judges: Points shown below are the maximum for each section, lower points may be given if applicable.

Presentation 15 Total _14
Application — all sections are filled in 2, 1
Application - neat and concise. 1 1
Application adheres to 3 single page limit unless otherwise specified in award description. 12 12
Achievement 55 Total _54
Meets FFGC & NGC Goals ) 10 10
Scope (size) of project defined (Purpose, planning and work completed) 15 15
Benefit to members, recipients, community, etc. (Tangible results, educational value) 20 20
Goals (Club/Individual/District, FFGC & NGC) referred to and how they were met. 5 4

Very brief history if it is a continuing project S 5
Participation 15 Total _15
Number of member participation (may include any type of support given) 10 10
Involvement of others (community, government agencies, professionals, youth, facility residents 5 5

and others).

Documentation 15 Total __ 14
Clear photos when applicable and labeled 5 5
Financials — Amount budgeted, funds and in-kind donations receive;i, expenses, if applicable. 5 4
Landscape plan when applicable (give full credit if not applicable) 5

Total Scored 97

Comments: Several titles were left out of the application (#1 thru 4), no reference to District, FFGC & NGC). and no
financials. Otherwise, good job.




FFGC AWARD JUDGING FORM
GENERAL

Name of Club/Circle: Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie # Members: 40 District: X
District or Individual Phone/Email lindasgiddens@gmail.com 772-237-3011
FFGC AWARD # 33 AWARD TITLE Civic Development &Community Involvement

Category 2 Class or Section

REVIEW & KEEP AVAILABLE THE AWARD DESCRIPTION — Base your scores on its content.

If there is specific scoring guidance printed in the Handbook for a specific award, please use that scoring guidance.
Otherwise, usc the rubric below.

Note to judges: Points shown below are the maximum for each section, lower points may be given if applicable.

Presentation 15 Total 14
Application — all secti(;ns are filled in 2 1
Application - neat and concise. 1 1
Application adheres to 3 single page limit unless otherwise specified in award description. 12 12
Achievement 55 Total 55
Meets FFGC & NGC Goals ! 10 10
Scope (size) of project defined (Purpose, planning and work completed) 15 15
Benefit to members, recipients, community, etc. (Tangible results, educational value) 20 20
Goals (Club/Individual/District, FFGC & NGC) referred to and how they were met. 5 ]
Very brief history if it is a continuing project 5 5
Participation 15 Total 15
Number of member participation (may include any type of support given) 10 10
Involvement of others (community, government agencies, professionals, youth, facility residents 5 5
and others.).
Documentation 15 Total 13
Clear photos when applicable and labeled ) 5 S
Financials — Amount budgeted, funds and/or in-kind donations received, expenses, if applicable 5 3
Landscape plan when applicable (give full credit if not applicable) 5 5
Total Scored 97

Comments: The Category was not filled in. Pages 1-3 missing the Award Name. Project expenses/funding are not
addressed for refreshments, programs, garden/flower demonstrations, workshops, or scholarships.

We scored 97 A 98% from the
three judges. Rio Lindo Garden
Club qualified for the Clyde D
Ware Award for Civic
Development, Award 33,
because of our continued
Involvement with the Port St.
Lucie Botanical Gardens and the
City of Port St. Lucie. Following
IS our award submission.



FFGC Award 33 Submission for Rio Lindo Garden Club, District X - Page 1

Rio Lindo Garden Club participated in three events that involved community and civic pride. The events
were good ways to introduce our garden club and our Port St. Lucie Botanicl Gardens.

January 17, 2025: Rio Lindo members served refreshments, welcomed guests and gave out programs for
the Florida Arbor Day celebration in the Botanical Gardens. Thirty people attended. Of this number, ten
were members of our garden club. One of our members, Stephanie Alessandrini-Giarraffa, read the
names of those people to be honored by the planting of the Bay Tree.

Rio Lindo hospitality table & volunteers. Stephanie reading names of honorees.

March 15, 2025: “15 Years of Blooming” Anniversary of the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens. Community
leaders and businesses were invited to set up tables and booths to introduce themselves. Guests were
introduced to Garden and flower demonstrations. There were 18 vendors, food trucks, car shows, music
and games for children.

Our club President, Joleen King, spoke to an audience about Desert Roses.
She showed how to re-pot and prune the plants.

Later, as guests strolled the Gardens, many stopped by our Rio Lindo
Garden Club booth. Seventeen club members worked in the booth during
the 10am to 4pm event. More demonstrations on Desert Roses took place.
We re-potted ten plants which went back into the Desert Rose Garden in
the Botanical Gardens. This service was a great need of the Botanical
Gardens. Visitors had lots of questions and comments which facilitated
learning about various aspects of the eleven acres of the Botanical
Gardens. After we repotted the plants, we pruned them and gave out
cuttings to the visitors. Many visitors mentioned the Rose Garden, which is
maintained by volunteers of Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie.

Joleen King w/desert rose

Award 33 - Rio Lindo Garden Club - Page 2

The event was attended by some 4000 guests. It was a fun celebration, and as a garden club, we were

happy to show partnership with our community.

(%

April 27, 2025: Rio Lindo Garden Club had a booth at the 64" Anniversary of the City of Port St. Lucie. The
event was held on the grounds next to the Botanical Gardens. There are two historical buildings that have
been refurbished, and the “lodge” had its “grand opening”, which was a free tour. On display were several
posters that featured our Garden Club members in recognition with their work with City planners, as the
city started the process of developing a botanical garden on eleven acres of the twenty-one acres owned
by the city.

Five of our club members worked at our
booth answering questions about our
club, the Botanical Gardens and the
historical houses that belonged to the
Peacock family, who were pioneers in
the area.




Award 33 - Rio Lindo Garden Club - Page 3

April 27, 2025 (cont’d):

In the afternoon, there were speeches from early “pioneers” that helped form the city. Joleen King,
President of Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie, spoke about the partnership between the Garden
Club and City leaders to plan the large Botanical Gardens.

The event was well attended from 10am to 4pm. It was interesting to hear the speeches and to tour the
“lodge” that the Peacock family used for entertaining. We look forward to touring the family home when it
is ready for visitors. We are proud to be a contributing factor in the sixty-four-year growth of our city. On
some news reports, Port St. Lucie has been mentioned as one of the fastest growing cities in Florida—in
fact, evenin the U.S., according to other news.

We, the Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie members, take pride in our city, and we “give back” to the
community with workshops featuring gardening, flower arranging, plant sales, children’s activities and
scholarships to some students who want to major in horticulture and environmental related courses. We
have lots of Botanical Gardens volunteers. We, as a club, maintain the Rose Garden, as well.

Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie, which was organized on June 20, 1960, is a well-known
contributor to the history of the City of Port St. Lucie, which was organized in 1966. We continue to
nurture the close collaboration of the city, our Garden Club and the beautiful Port St. Lucie Botanical
Gardens.
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Rio Lindo Garden Club of
Port St. Lucie

Butterfly Conservation
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April 15, 2026
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FLORIDA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS INC.
AWARDS TALLY SHEET 2025-2027
Award # 56 Category/Class?
Chair judging award Beth Waldorf
Others judging award: Anita Grossman
Award Winner District X

Award Name: Butterfly Conservation

Tel: 954.520.1449 g produce7@bellsouth.net

City Port St. Lucie

Club/Circle/Individual Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie Score 99 75

Comments: Why, How, Who, What made you select the winner. Please give detailed comments.
Your comments should present a visual picture for awards presentation.

*

Nice project! Glad to see the Atalas being featured in your project. Some of the photos were
missing labels.

Other entries received and judged: (list in order of highest score to lowest score)

Club/Circle Individual

Fill out Form completely. List ALL entries.

Email completed form to Sylvia Swartz, Awards Chair:
sswartzffgcawards@gmail.com (239-339-3778) by Dec. 13 LATEST



FFGC AWARD JUDGING FORM
GENERAL

* Name of Club/Circid10 Lin Cluly oot : # Members 40 _ District *~ X

District or Individualdinda (W Adens Phone/Email 772-237-30(1 Zl"dgsg ddens ©
FFGCAWARD# 5§ AWARD TITLE .B.uﬂfc}iu lon(e/Yation gl o
Category __&‘ or Section

REVIEW & KEEP AVAILABLE THE AWARD DESCRIPTION - Base your scores on its content.

If there is specific scoring guidance printed in the Handbook for a specific award, please use that scoring guidance.
Otherwise, use the rubric below.

Note to judges: Points shown below are the maximum for each section, lower points may be given if applicable.

Preseatation 1 15 Total |5
Application — all sections are filled in 2 .
Application - neat and concise. 1 |
Application adheres to 3 single page limit unless otherwise specified in award description. 12 |2

Achievement 55 Total 55
Meets FFGC & NGC Goals 10 [0) j
Scope (size) of project defined (Purpose, planning and work completed) 15 15
Benefit to members, recipients, community, etc. (Tangible results, educational value) 20 20
Goals (Club/Individual/District, FFGC & NGC) referred to and how they were met. 5 =3
Vaybriefhiswryifitisacontinuingproject 5 5

Participation 15Total 15
Number of member participation (may include any type of support given) 10 |0
Involvement of others (community, government agencies, pmfsslonals, youth, facility residents 5 5
and others).

Documentation 15 Total i 5
Clear photos when applicable and labeled ; 5 45
Financials — Amount budgeted, funds and/or in-kind donations received, expenses, if applicable 5 iy
Landscape plan when applicable (give full credit if not applicable) 5 5

Total Scored 19.5

Comments /\J\(C mled Glad +0 ((( -I.L'C- A’i’ﬂlﬂg L]'g'n’_’/ﬂ‘)k&éudjob

did mtb_._lgbels

FFGC AWARD JUDGING FORM
GENERAL

Name of ClubCirsle_ R0 Lindo Garden Club of Brt St Lucie # Members Y District X

Districtor Individual_Lipfy G ddens Phone/Bmal Lindagiddens @gmail- com
o

FFGCAWARD# S&  AWARDTITLE Kufterd ly (o aservaton
m_*ﬁ- Class: or Section

REVIEW & KEEPAVAILABLE THE AWARD DESCRIPTION — Base your scores on its content.

Ifthers is specific scoring guidance printed in the Handbook for a specific award, please use that scoring guidance.
Otherwise, use the rubric below.
Note to judges: Pbimsdnwnhdo\vmmemaximumfnrenchseetion, lowerpoinm:mybegivenifapplicable.

Preseatation 15Total /5~

Application — all sections are filled in 2 7
Application - neat and concise. 1 j
Amﬁcaﬁmadhuub3shglep¢gelhnitmlesoﬂwmisespedﬁedinawmddwaipﬁm 12 12

Achievement 55Total 55
Meets FFGC & NGC Goals 0 | g
Soope(sizz)dpnjeachﬁned(?urpom,phnnhgmdwukwmpbted) 15 /5
Benefit to members, recipients, community, etc. (Tangible resuls, educational value) 20 20
Gmls(ChﬂVIlﬂivﬂnaVDisu"mt,FFGC&NGC)mfumdmandhowthzywmmet 5 &
Very brief history if it is a continuing project 5

Participation 15Total /5
Number of member participation (may include any type of support given) 10 ;"0
Tavolvement of others (community, government agencies, professionals, youth, facility residents 5 i
andoﬂms)

Documentation 15Total {5~
Clﬂrpholnswhenappheahbmdhbeled 5 &
meﬂs~Amombudyb¢ﬁmdsmﬂmmhM&Mommve¢mses,nf:pph«bh : 5 -

: Imdseapephnwhm:pﬂmble(gxwﬁdlazdmfmtapphmble) R 7

 TotalScored [0




Director, Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. Awards Chairman, Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.
%@%Mi@ g’ %W%ﬂ/@é 202 O

Pres.ented to
Award #14 — Butterfly Conservation Award
Second Place, Large Club

Y T oanna. Dimpagre

Rio Lindo Garden
Club won both an
FFGC and Deep
South award for
our work with the
Atala Butterfly
We scored 99.5
& 100% from the
two judges.
Following is the
award
submission.



Addition on
7/6/2026

Rio Lindo also won a
National Garden Clubs
Certificate of
Appreciation for work
done on the Atala
Butterflies in 2025.




FFGC Award 56 - Butterfly Conservation - for Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie, District X — Page 1

Here is some background information as to why Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie became involved
with Atala Butterflies.

Sept. 25, 2023: Ken Gioeli of the St. Lucie Extension office spoke at our garden club meeting. The Atala
was once thought to be extinct, but is making a comeback in South Florida. We learned that the coontie
plantis the host plant for the Atalas. Mr. Gioeli gave out seeds of the coontie plant to members of our
club. Because of this introduction, Rio Lindo Garden Club decided to use the theme of “Everything Atala”
for the District X Meeting that we were hosting in October, 2024.

Feb. 25, 2024: Five club members attended the Atala Festival at the River Center in Jupiter, Florida. Our
president, Joleen King, met one of the speakers, Julie Norsworthy from Port St. Lucie, and invited her to
speak at our club meeting at the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens.

LB

Feb. 26, 2024: Julie Norsworthy presented to our club “The
Magic World of Butterflies”, which had special emphasis on the
Atala Butterfly. She brought along specimens of the coontie
plant hosting the different stages of the Atala butterfly.
Unfortunately, she had no real Atala butterfly example but gave
out brochures that identified the butterfly.

(TS
June 24, 2024: Thirty club members painted 142 plastic
butterflies to represent Atalas. These would be used on real
coontie plants as centerpieces at the October 28, 2024 District
X Meeting.

August 26, 2024: Twenty club members decorated
“fascinators” using the plastic atalas, ribbons, etc. Our
hostesses would wear the fascinators at the District meeting of
seventeen clubs in October, 2024.

October 23, 2024: Our President, Joleen King, was able to buy thirty coontie plants for $10 each. Five
club members met and re-potted ten plants into decorative pots that would be used as our centerpieces
at the Ditrict X Meeting. The extra twenty plants would be planted at a later date as a front border at the
Rose Garden at Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens. Rio Lindo Garden Club maintains this Rose Garden on
an ongoing basis.

October 28, 2024: We invited Ken Gioeli to be our guest speaker at the FFGC District X Meeting. The re-
potted coontie shrubs with the plastic “Atalas” centerpieces were given away to a lucky person at each
table.

FFGC Award 56 - Butterfly Conservation - for Rio Lindo Garden Club of Port St. Lucie, District X - Page 2

February 3, 2025: Seven members of Rio Lindo Garden Club of
Port St. Lucie, performed a yearly hard pruning of the Rose
Garden at Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens. We planted twenty
coontie shrubs along the front of the rose quadrants, so that we
would have our host plants for the Atalas.

March 7, 2025: Another work day in the Rose Garden with eleven members brought excitement when one
member, Diane Bergman discovered Atala eggs on one coontie schrub! We all gathered around to see
the very tiny eggs.

May 31,2025: Eleven members did deadheading, weeding and mulching in the Rose Garden. To our
delight, we had some caterpillars on two coonties. Soon we would have butterflies. Yeah —success!

Above Left: Caterpillars on coontie
plants.

Above Right: Virginia Waters planting
a coontie.

Bottom Right: Coonties planted in
front of each Rose Garden quadrant.



The commemorative pin above
IS In honor of our work at the
Rose Garden at PSLBG.



