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Your Director truly does not 
know where these past few 
months have gone.  Time flies 
by when you are having fun 
and planning for the future.  

In January your Director 
attended the FFGC State 
Board Meeting.  Your 
Director reported on what 
our clubs have been doing 
and was proud to tell them 
that all sixteen of our clubs 
attended the Fall District  X 
Meeting.   FFGC Awards 
Chairman is hopeful that our 
clubs have applied for awards 
which will be received at the upcoming 
FFGC Convention on April 17 – 19 at 
the Embassy Suites in Kissimmee.

There is going to be a special awards 
luncheon on Monday, March 18.  Your 
Director is requesting that those of you 
who are attending please come dressed 
in black as if you were going to the 
Oscars.   We will be doing something 
very special at lunch to celebrate.   

Arbor Day was celebrated in January 
and your Director attended Citrus 
Grove School celebration which was 
hosted by The Garden Club of Stuart.  
The children in the second grade were 
given slash pine trees to grow.  
Tropical Short Course was held on 

January 27 and 28 at Mounts Botanical 
Gardens.  There was a lot of rain on 
Wednesday but we were happy to 
see so many attending the event.  The 

speakers for the two days were all very 
informative and entertaining.  Thanks 
to Nancy Richards and those clubs that 
helped during those two days.  
Flower Show school was held up in Port 
St. Lucie on February 1 and 2.  Your 
Director attended the morning session 
on Tuesday and enjoyed listening to 
Barbara May who was the presenter 
that day.  Truly admire all of those who 
are taking these courses.  

February 13 it was a pleasure to be 
invited to the Valentine Tea which the 
Clewiston Green Thumb Garden Club 
hosted.   They may be a small club but 
they had a beautiful luncheon, and it 
was well attended.   This luncheon is 

their fund raiser, and they did well with 
their silent auction.    On February 25, 
attended the St. Lucie West Fashion 
Show with a Mardi Gras theme.   There 

were 175 members and friends 
attending.  A delightful day!

Then in March your Director 
attended the Deep South 
Convention in Tunica Resorts, 
Mississippi.  Christia Li Roberts, 
Kathie Smith and Pauline 
Becker from the Garden Club of 
Stuart attended as well as JoAnn 
Guise, Carol Hall and FFGC 
Vice President, Claudia Bates 
from Florida.  The speakers were 
all very good and it was held in a 
casino which gave us time in the 

evening to enjoy the slot machines.  
Yes, we won some and lost some.

The Spring District X Meeting 
is fast approaching.  It will be held 
on Friday, April 29, 2016 at the Kane 
Center in Stuart.   The theme for the 
event is Tropical so please come dressed 
in your bright colorful outfits.  The 
program will be featuring our youth.   
Wekiva Campers, SEEK and Green 
School students will be telling us 
about their experiences.  FFGC Special 
Projects will be awarded.  If you have 
not gotten them to the Director, you 
will be missing out on the $50.00 that is 
to be awarded.   The Registration form 
is available on the District X website.   
A copy is being sent to Blooming Tales 
to be published in this issue.   Your 
District Officers are looking forward to 
seeing you all there. 

Attending the Deep South Convention were:Left to right 
in front row Pauline Becker, JoAnn Guise, Claudia Bates, 
Carol Hall,  Donna Berger, Kathie Smith and Christia (Li) 
Roberts.



FFGC  encourages young people to talk about  
fracking at South Florida Fair
Water ... water .... everywhere yet 
not a drop to drink ?  

   Have you ever considered where 
Florida would be without access to good 
drinking water?    Communities would 
have to relocate.  Florida’s number one 
economy .... tourism.... would evaporate.   
And food grown locally would be scarce.   
Needless to say, the garden clubs would 
not be growing much either.  And the 
next generation of Floridians may very 
well be living in another state. 
  
      And yet that is the very scenario that 
Florida faces every time an oil company 
applies for a permit to drill for oil.  
Florida’s loose oil has most likely been 
drawn out of the ground in the 1960s 
and 1970’s when oil was first found in 
Collier County.    And since many of 
those oil producing lands now have 
either houses built on top or have been 
sold as part of the Everglades National 
Park or Cypress Preserve, one might 
think that all viable oil has been taken 
out and sold.  

    Not so anymore.  Dan Hughes Oil 
Company was the first to use fracking 
fluids in Florida to  try to extract 
trapped oil underground - in particular 
the Hogan Well # 20H-3H as reported 
by Julie Dermansky’s July 13, 2014 
article,”Triumph for Citizens in Florida 
as Hughes Oil Company Drops 
Fracking Project.”    

 Fracking is short for hydraulic 
fracturing .... and in other states it is done 
under high pressure where you have 
granite type rock.  But in Florida where 
limestone is the norm for underground 
rock, a low-pressure acid etching is all 
that is needed to dissolve the limestone 
and retrieve trapped oil.    An estimated 
4.4 million gallons of water are needed 
to  drill and fracture one well according 
to Stateimpact Pennsylvania in its 

March 12 , 2013 issue article, “ How 
Much Water Does It take to Frack a 
Well ?”    

   And because these fluids are so toxic 
and the water solution with the fracking 
fluids can never be cleaned up for safe 
drinking, there is an additional problem 
of what to do with the millions of gallons 
of fracking water created.  Do we try 
to put it in injection wells and hope it 
never leaks out or do we forget about it 
..... and hope it never contaminates our 
own drinking water supply.
 
But what is even more important is to 
understand how our young  people feel 
knowing that they will be on earth and 
possibly in Florida for the next 60 years.   
How is it that this generation can pollute 
the water that was meant to be cleaned 
and used for the next generation?
 
This year at South Florida Fair 
Horticultural tent young people will 
be able to discuss with visitors the 
challenges they will be faced if Florida 
is allowed to continue its method of oil 
permitting.   Perhaps young people can 

give us their perspective  .... and in doing 
so teach the older generation a new way 
of valuing life ..... and its most important 
commodity ... water. 

 This article was prepared by 
Florida Federation of Garden Club’s 
District X Environmental Chairman 
Diane Rice who along with NGC and 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs 
Gardening Study School Chairman 
Barbara Hadsell was instrumental in 
getting this space allocated so that the 
young people could tell their side of the 
story.

   Palm Beach Gardens GC plans on 
giving $600/pp to horticultural students 
from Palm Beach State College/Eissey 
Campus in Palm Beach Gardens in 
June.  In the past we've given as few as 
two and as many as six.

Palm Beach Gardens 
GC gives scholarship 
to horticultural 
students



Drew Martin chosen as Wellington Garden 
Club’s 2015 Earth Steward
   Drew Martin has been chosen 
Wellington Garden Club Earth Steward 
for 2015.  This is a recognition award 
for all the many contributions Drew 
Martin has given to not only the county 
but also to the state and nation.  
         Anyone who knows anything about 
conservation knows Drew Martin.  He 
is like a walking encyclopedia when it 
comes to conservation facts ranging 
from seismic surveying done in the 
Atlantic and disturbing fish life to where 
the sea turtles like to hang out in Palm 
Beach County.  
   It just so happens that turtles hang 
out three times here: once when the 
adult lays her eggs, second when the 
hatchlings scramble to the sea right 
after being born and third when the 
adolescents come back to Lake Worth 
Lagoon to grow into adults.  
   At one time Palm Beach Port 
Authority wanted to deepen the port 
and allow bigger vessels to come in ... 
but the town stood firm with Drew 
Martin explaining that this is one of the 
few habitats for sea turtles to grow from 
adolescents to adults because of the reef 
system off Palm Beach County.  
   The Wellington Club is not the only 
organization to recognize Drew Martin.  
He was awarded the prestigious Kabler 
Award from the Everglades Coalition 
for work on preserving the Everglades 
in 2012 and Environmental Champion 
Award from John T. McArthur State 
Park in 2010. 
   What makes Drew special is that 
conservation is in his blood, and he never 
gives up. He is currently active in the 
Lake Worth Lagoon Initiatives, elected 
to the Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board of Palm Beach County 

with his title as Vice Chair and attends 
many of the county commissioner 
meetings to remind them that in 2000 
the citizens voted in a referendum with 
approval for bond money to keep the 

Kathy  Siena,  Wellington  GC  President 
and Barbara Hadsell, FFGC Earth 
Steward Recognition Chairman present 
Drew Martin his award.

Palm Beach County Ag reserve 
intact as agriculture only and 
to purchase certain lands for 
conservation.   And of course he 
is often featured in the editorials 
to inform us what is happening 
locally to our environment.  
 As Wellington Garden 
Environment Chairmen, Diane 

Rice and Phil Macnak, we could not 
be  prouder to recognize Drew Martin 
as champion of our environment and 
Wellington Garden Club Earth Steward 
for 2015.   We most graciously thank 
our great Wellington GC photographer 
and former web master Doreen Baxter 
for taking this and other great pictures.  

Rio Lindo displays new club banner

Rio Lindo had a booth at the Botanica 
Plant Sale at the Port St. Lucie Botanical 
Gardens in February.  We were able to 
display our newly created club banner.  
It was a great chance to meet and 
greet the people of Port St. Lucie and 
surrounding  towns.  
   We raised money by raffling off a 

beautiful succulent arrangement made 
by one of our members.  
   We are currently working with the 
City of Port St. Lucie to bring a Blue 
Star Highway Memorial  Marker to a 
location near Port St. Lucie’s  Veteran’s 
Memorial Park.  We have a riverboat 
ride and luncheon planned for next 
month’s meeting.



Environmental Studies School (ESS), 
Course I, will be held May 19 and 20, 
2016, at the Pine Jog Environmental 
Education Center in West Palm Beach.

For those of you not familiar with the 
ESS, it’s an opportunity for garden club 
members to learn more about all the 
facets of our physical world known as 
the environment. 

As our National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
former president, Kitty Larkin, writes, 
“This encompasses land conservation, 
land trust, water conservation, 
groundwater protection, air quality, 
energy awareness, waste awareness,  litter, 
and recycling among the many subject 
matters.  Also included are legislative 
issues relative to the environment.  

The quality of life is threatened by 
negative forces of mankind and it is 
necessary to teach all humans the 
necessity of maintaining the quality 
of our environment as we pass on the 
care of our world to our children and 
grandchildren.  We touch many lives as 
we share this knowledge and influence 
of those around us. “ 

Course I covers an overview of the 
environment we live in.  It consists of 
two days with 10 hours of instruction.  
All participants are urged to take the 
test at the end of the instruction – 
don’t worry, its open book and we’ll 
review the subject matter prior to test 
taking.  The test is needed to become an 
accredited National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Environmental Consultant.  

   The Pipers Landing Garden Club 
recently visited Maison Fleurie in Rio. 
The homeowners Karen and Al have 
worked on this property for 40 years. 
The property was a blank slate of sugar 
sand, and now they have a rainforest 
on part of their land. There are species 

Pipers Landing Garden Club visits Maison 
Fleurie in Rio

Our committee is excited about the 
instructors who will be teaching the 
classes.   We have high-quality people 
coming in from all walks of life.  These 
teachers will bring their own special 
perspective to the course material, and 
are sure to be very interesting.

To register, simply go to www.DistrictX.
org and look under “Educational 
Opportunities”.  The brochure and 
interactive registration form are both 
posted.  

Nancy Richards
(561) 702-0550
NancyRRichards@gmail.com 

ESS offers an opportunity to learn about the environment

of palms from all over the world that 
were started by seeds.
   We also took a bus trip to Fairchild 
Gardens last month. The butterflies 
in their butterfly garden were 
magnificent. We also saw some plants 
in their butterfly garden that we will 

incorporate into our butterfly garden 
in the Pipers Landing community.
We cleaned out another section of 
Mapp Road next to Jonathan Leighton 
park for the Palm City community.



Keeping busy this season, GCFP has 
heard from excellent speakers:  Jack 
Phillips on Cacti, Dennis Gretton 
on Herbs, and Cindy McKenzi on 
Whitefly.    With a welcome to Spring, 
we were lunch guests at Heathcote 
Botanical Gardens in the Bonsai 
Pavillion, graciously served by none 
other than HBG Director/Head Gard-
ener Miriam Charles and Cris Adams, 
Trustees President.  It was a beautiful 
day to rejoice in the natural beauty of 
the gardens.
  Good thing we relaxed in March 
because April will be busy:  we are 
taking applications until April 15th 
for our scholarship award, and we’ll 
be hosting an appreciation luncheon 
for the Ft. Pierce Public Works 
Department employees. Of course, 
our supreme Spring event is Plants 
in the Park on April 23.  Mark your 
calendar to join us for a day of garden 
offerings from a dozen nonprofit plant 
and environmental societies.  Look for 

Garden Club of Ft. Pierce members were delighted to be guests at Heathcote 
Botanical Gardens in March.   Shown here are some hardworking leaders relaxing 
in the gardens at Heathcote: Pillar of Pride Elena Shelton, !st VP Diane Orme and 
2nd VP Merry Savoy.  

locally grown violets, orchids, tropicals, 
landscape bromeliads, boutique items 
plus helpful information booths staffed 
by horticultural and environmental 
groups.  911 Parkway Dr., Fort Pierce.  
For more information:  772-559-2602  
Hope you will come visit on this fun 
and festive day!

Garden Club of Ft. Pierce delighted to be 
guests at Heathcote Botanical Gardens

Boca Raton Garden Club hosts 
Fashion ShowLuncheon

The Boca Raton Garden Club held a 
very well-attended and highly enjoyable 
Fashion Show Luncheon in January.  
It definitely was a fun/fundraiser.  
Pictured are the club’s own models 
exhibiting some of the very wearable, 
and beautiful fashions.  It was fun for all 
and profitable as well.

Pictured from left to right are:   
Evelyn Somerville, Sherrie 
Bieber, Carol Rice, Barbara 
Horan,  Sheila Thomas, Jo 
Ann Guise, Gloria Blake, 
Lenore Alford, Patty Moum. 

   Town & Country Garden Club of Lake 
Worth chose Burckle Place, a shelter for 
single homeless women, as the recipient 
of one of their local beautification 
projects.  
  On February 3, 2016, garden club 
members gathered at Burckle Place and 
prepared and planted six raised garden 
beds that were in desperate need of 
attention.  The beds were planted with 
vibrant annual and perennial flowers 
and eight different herbs that will be 
used in cooking meals at Burckle Place.
    The planters in the Meditation 
Garden were planted with serene white 
pentas.  Podocarpus was planted along 
the western side of the beds abutting the 
alleyway which soon will provide a lush 
green privacy hedge for the Meditation 
Garden. 

   February was just the right time for 
our Club to honor our past presidents 
with a president’s tea.  We were happy 
to have a special cake for them.   They 
were thanked for all their hard work, 
and for all the time spent on Garden 
Club Projects.

Town & Country 
Garden Club 
helps beautify 
Burckle Place



      On January 15, 2016 the Jensen 
Beach Garden Club celebrated Arbor 
Day by purchasing and planting a 
Florida native Geiger tree for the Hoke 
Library.  Members arranged a beautiful 
display table in the library’s foyer where 
we greeted and introduced ourselves 
and our work in the community to 
visitors entering and leaving the library.
     We handed out information about 
Arbor Day, directions on tree planting 
and a recipe for bio-safe plant spray from 
the University of Florida. We displayed 
gardening books our club banner and 
a beautiful handcrafted mosaic flower 
pot filled with plants. 
       Also on the table, we placed 
our Penny Pines donation jar with 
information about the project. We 
sold reusable shopping bags with our 
clubs name printed on the bag and our 
favorite garden gloves.
   This is our fifth partnership with 
the Hoke library bringing informative 
presentations and displays to the public. 
JBGC also developed and continues to 
maintain a butterfly garden at the Hoke 
Library. 
   January’s general meeting was well 
attended by members, husbands and 
first time visitors who came to hear 
a presentation on “Snakes: Friend or 
Foe” from Tracy Boothby, educator/
naturalist of Hobe Sound National 
Wildlife Refuge and Nature Center. 
Some of our members even held and 

gently touched our snake friends. 
   Our Estuary boat tour with 
Swampland Tours of Ft. Pierce was a 
hit with 35 members and guests. They 
learned about our estuaries, lagoons 
and the many seabirds and wildlife in 
their natural habitat. A friendly dolphin 
made an appearance alongside our boat 
allowing us to get a few photos.  After 
the tour, we lunched at the Tikki Bar 
and enjoyed the water view.  
   In February we carpooled to Savanna 
State Preserve Park for a presentation 
by Ranger Wren. This unique preserve 
encompasses over 6000 acres of natural 
preserve and wetlands. Beautiful 
weather, a bagged lunch, picnic tables 
and nature made for a great visit to the 
real Florida. 
    The March Tropical Paradise 
Fashion Show tickets sold out in early 
January. This event continues to be very 
popular thanks to our hard-working, 
creative Fundraising Committee.  
Raffles included great services such 
as transportation to and from the 
airport, pet sitting, a prepared meal, 
master gardener help, baking and a 
window washing just to name a few, 
and all provided by our talented club 
members. 
   Also in March, Master Gardener and 
Naturalist Mona Johnston discussed 
the principles of careful choice in the 
garden design. “The Right Plant in the 
Right Place.”
   Our busy gardeners continue to 
maintain four community gardens while 
making plans for the sixth Annual Plant 
Sale to be held on April 3, 2016, at the 
Indian Riverside Park in Jensen Beach. 
This is always a fun day for our members 
who get to share and interact with the 
community. This year our member 
Karin Calasant will give a presentation 
on the bromeliad.

Jensen Beach Garden Club 
celebrates Arbor Day

Marge Huntsberry holds the snake 
while Marti Paul checks it out.

GC of Stuart 
maintains a 
BUSY schedule!
   Wow, what a busy couple of weeks we 
just had.  First we participated in Artfest 
in Downtown Stuart’s Memorial Park. 
The GC of Stuart identified forty trees, 
bushes, etc. with its botanical name and 
common name. We also added our logo 
so that the community would know 
who was responsible.
   Our February meeting featured Derek 
Fell, author and photographer discussing 
Gardens of French Impressionist 
Painters. Mr. Fell has worked at the 
White House, Burpee Seeds, All-
American Selections and the National 
Garden Bureau. What a wonderful 
presentation slide show he gave to us!
   The first weekend in March we held 
a Gardenfest in conjunction with the 
Martin County Chamber of Commerce 
Home and Garden Show  and the 
Martin County Orchid Society.  We 
gave away free raffle tickets to attendees 
as in incentive to walk to our Gardenfest 
where the ticket sellers could convinvce 
them to buy a Secret Gardens Tour 
ticket.  The following activities were 
made available to the public, educational 
seminars, demonstrations , educational 
displays, youth activities at Bessey 
Creek and Citrus Grove Elementary, 
Visionary School of the Arts Display, 
and Floral Design displays.
   The following weekend was our 
Biannual Secret Gardens Tour.  Thanks 
to our co-chairs Kathy Chartier and Jan 
Crandall, it was a HUGE success.  Over 
the two day event, we hosted seven 
home gardens and one church garden. 
Our success is all due to our Circle 
membership and Members at Large 
who staffed the gardens tirelessly. 
   Finally. April brings our Annual 
Luncheon to celebrate our great year. 
Our theme this year is “Bees In Your 
Bonnet”  which will be held at Mariner 
Sands Country Club.



 One cannot help but be thrilled to go to 
Grassy Waters Everglades Preserve .... 
to experience nature and the Everglades 
itself.  Nestled in West Palm Beach 
.... this is 23 square miles of original 
...pristine ... Florida with nature hikes, 
wetlands and birds galore.         
  According to the Dept. of 
Environment Protection 
of Florida in their article: 
http://www.dep.state.
fl.us/southeast/ecosum/
ecosums/Grassy%20
Waters.pdf --- this 
land now called Grassy 
Waters Everglades 
Preserve was  purchased 
by Henry Flagler around 
the 1890’s and the water 
filtered from it supplied the water for 
the Town of Palm Beach as well as West 
Palm Beach, Fl.  
     It still is the main reason why West 
Palm Beach continues to enjoy good 
water and why we have not run out.  
And yet, according to Grassy Waters 
Preserve web site at: http://wpb.

org/Departments/Grassy-Waters-
Preserve/Grassy-Waters-Preserve-
Home  the Florida State Dept. of 
Transportation and Palm Beach 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
want to alter this Preserve full of pristine 
wilderness by constructing SR7 through 

a portion of it .... in spite of two letters 
from the US Environmental Protection 
Agency giving its disapproval and 
claiming it as a violation of the Clean 
Water and Air Act.   
    Floridians cannot help but wonder why 
any State governmental  organization 
would want to destroy a portion of 

wetlands when it is the  wetlands 
that filters a significant portion of the 
county’s water supply?    
     For the moment, though, on March 
31, 2016 ...... the Wellington Garden 
Club put on their hiking boots and 
trailed  the Grassy Waters Everglades 
Preserve and pretended 
to be the pioneers of the 
1890’s.  They discovered 
the natural beauty of 
wetlands and gained 
an appreciation for the 
pristine natural ecosystem 
it provided.  They carried 
their binoculars and 
cameras to capture the 
sheer wonder of it all.           
They watched in awe all those pretty 
birds and amazing alligators.  And they 
made a new friend .... for their Nature 
Center Educator and tour guide  Nandi 
Boliek  had announced that she wanted 
to become a Wellington Garden Club 
member.   And we are now going to 
work with her in keeping this luscious 
remnant of the Everglades because 

Go back to a Moment in Time ..... 
   Go to Grassy Waters Everglades 
by Diane Rice ,  District X Environmental Chairman  

without this preserve, we would surely 
run out of water for even the smallest of 
our gardens. 
 Many thanks go to the people 
involved in making this trip possible.  
First was our own Diane Patterson 
who made initial contact with Nandi 
Boliek in planning this tour.  Next is 
Jan Seagrave who graciously accepted 
the chairmanship of Round and 

About in January, 2016.  Thirdly is our 
Environmental Chairpersons, Diane 
Rice and Phil Macnak who became 
the Wellington Garden Club hosts and 
with other garden club members the 
earth stewards for this trip.  
 All photos were obtained from 
the Grassy Waters Everglades Preserve 
web site.  Why not come out yourself to 
see the spectacular beauty of it all.



Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club involved in many 
community projects
    Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club has 
had an active year.  Members have 
participated in several field trips this 
season.  The first field trip was to the 
agricultural lands near Belle Glade.  
Our guide was Rick Roth of Roth 
Farms.  There we learned how our food 
is produced and agricultural methods 
being employed.   We then enjoyed a 
lunch featuring “Fresh from Florida” 
foods.  Thank you to Margaret McNeill 
for planning this trip.
     Another field trip was to the recycling 
facility for PA BBQ and Grill.  Our guide 
was Dean Lavallee, owner of 7 PA BBQ 
restaurants in the area.  We saw how the 
restaurant chain is recycling all wastes 
from the restaurants.  This organization 
is also doing many great things for the 
community and is very supportive of 
garden clubs.  Our February meeting 
was held at one of the restaurants and 
food was provided to club members.  
Thank you to Dotty Wisch for planning 
this field trip.
     Our next field trip was a guided walk 
through Jonathan Dickinson State Park, 
as well as a boat trip up the Loxahatchee 
River and tour of Trapper Nelson’s land.
We learned about many of the native 
plant species that are present in the park 
and saw how the land must have existed 
before settlement.
     Our final field trip was to the Port 
St. Lucie Botanical Gardens.  This trip 
was guided by Jolene King and Ilona 
Christie, who were very knowledgeable 
and gracious hosts.  The bromeliad 
garden and “orchid room” were especially 
beautiful and interesting.  The tour 
was followed by lunch at Manero’s 
Restaurant and a stop at Pinder’s 
Nursery.  Our club is grateful to Annie 
Hite for planning these two most recent 
field trips.
     During this 2015-2016 Season, there 
have been many community projects for 

Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club members 
to support.  Among these are:
*Garden Club scholarships to 4 JERFSA 
students ( Jupiter Environmental 
Research and  Field Studies Academy 
at Jupiter High School) who are enrolled 
in accredited colleges to study subjects 
related to horticulture or science.
*JERFSA Pond Project (converting a 
holding pond at Jupiter High School 
into an outdoor ecology lab for 
students to use as part of their course 
work)  We provided a large amount of 
financial support and participated in 
the planting.
*Collected items for the Forgotten 
Soldiers Program (This is on-going)
*Seed Challenge for El Sol (We started 
tomato plants, had a fun contest 
involving “judging” and funny ribbons, 
and donated the plants to El Sol, a 
community garden in Jupiter.
*Vegetable garden and pineapple 
garden at the Tindall House, a historic  
pioneer house located near the Jupiter 
Lighthouse.  We planted and have been 
maintaining these gardens.
*Loxahatchee River Center – we have 
been adding tillandsia and other plants  
to the garden in front.  The Port St. 
Lucie garden has provided inspiration 
for this project which is on-going.  We 
recently donated a sign to this garden 
identifying these plants asking visitors 
to help us protect them.
*Plant It Pink Garden at Foshay Cancer 
Treatment Center (on-going)
*Booth at Jupiter Jubilee (This was 
community outreach) As part of our 
outreach, Kathryn Whitty professionally 
produced a glossy brochure which 
advertises and describes our club.  
Thank you to Kathryn for  hard work.
Involvement at several schools in the 
Jupiter area teaching as well as providing 
advice and materials for vegetable 
gardens, butterfly  gardens, and 

migratory bird gardens.
*Plant Sale and sale of gardening related 
items:  This was held in-house and was 
an experiment to see what would be 
involved in holding a larger plant sale 
for the public.  It was a financial success 
for our club.
*Garden for Jupiter Medical Center 
Thrift Store – This is an on-going 
project.  The garden will draw attention 
to their new sign and will attract donors 
and customers.  The thrift store and 
gift shop at the hospital provide 99% 
of their earnings to the hospital by 
purchasing equipment  for them that 
many hospitals do not have.  This 
garden  will be a mix of native plants 
and showy ornamentals.
*Wreathes for Memorial Day 
Celebration of Forgotten Soldiers 
Organization,This project is in 
progress.
*Christmas in July cards and Letters for 
Forgotten Soldiers is in progress.
*Moment Garden Booth for Relay 
for Life that benefits the American 
Cancer Society. We are decorating the 
booth with plants, floral arrangements, 
soft music, and a fountain.  It will be 
a place for survivors and their families 
to sit, meditate, pray, and have a quiet 
moment.  This event takes place at the 
end of April.
*Summer garden craft workshops and 
informal luncheons for the small group  
of members who are here year round. 

We participate in many other initiatives 
such as SEEK and Wekiva, Stamps for 
Audubon Birds of Prey Center, Labels 
for Education, and Penny Pines.  In 
April, we will decide on donations 
to organizations such as The Coral 
Restoration Project and Habitat for 
Humanity.  This has been a meaningful 
and successful year for Jupiter Tequesta 
Garden Club.



   On March 4 & 5, Boynton 
Beach Garden Club presented an 
inaugural “Art In Bloom” fun flower 
show at Amanda James Art Gallery 
in Boynton Beach. The concept 
started 30 years ago at the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston and has now  
traveled to many towns along the 
East Coast.
  Ten pieces of wildly colorful 
oil paintings, acrylics with 
embellishments, photography, 
ceramic plates, and a lamp and 
flowered shade by Amanda Johnson 
were interpreted beautifully in fresh 
flowers by club members.  
     Mary Scheitler’s design received an 
award for Best Interpretation of the Art, 
Tina Chuhay’s for Best Use of Color, 
and Kay Baker’s dried design received 
Best Use of Texture. More than 100 
visitors who greatly enjoyed the show 
voted for their favorite arrangement. 
This People’s Choice Award went to Jane 

     Florida Federation of Garden 
Clubs, Inc., District XII is pleased 
to offer the National Garden 
Clubs, Inc. (NGC) Gardening 
Study School. The curriculum 
is divided into a series of four 
individual courses consisting 
of 10 hours of instruction each, 
and is open to any Garden Club 
member. However, anyone is 
welcome to attend who wishes 
to receive information about and 
develop skills in horticultural and 
gardening subjects.  
  District XII will be offering 
Course II April 12 and 13, 2016.  
Courses III is scheduled to take 
place October 26 and 27, 2016 
(pending approval) and Course 
IV March/April of 2017. (Final 
dates are yet to be determined).  
   The courses, which may be 
taken in any order, are structured 
to stimulate interest and impart 
knowledge for growing plants to 
the peak of perfection.  Course 
content, which is presented 
in lecture format over the 
first two days by horticultural 
professionals, may include tours 
of botanical and test gardens.      
   Topics include the study of 
basic botany for gardeners, soils, 
houseplants, and propagation.  
Also covered are such topics as 
how new plants are developed 
and evaluated, factors that 
influence plant growth, container 
gardening, pruning  techniques, 
growing outdoor flowers and 
vegetables, specialized styles 
of gardening, growing plants 
indoors and/or under lights, and 
growing trees and shrubs, plus 
other interesting and informative 
gardening topics.

FFGC and District 
XII offer National 
Garden Clubs 
Gardening Study 
School

Gavlick’s design 
that interpreted 
a large photo of 
“Islamorada Pier” 
by James Knill. 
  Several civic 
VIPs visited 
who were quite 
impressed and 
the artsy location 
was bubbling 
with excitement! 
A festive evening 
reception was also 
well-attended and 

many club members happily shared 
committee duties to make the show a 
real success. 
   The artists were thrilled to sell 
hundreds of dollars of their artwork 
during the event and several attendees 
showed an interest in joining the club in 
the near future. We also plan to hold a 
second annual show next spring.

   West Palm Beach Garden Club 
enjoyed 2 excellent field trips in 2016. 
One was a tour of the Solid Waste 
Authority of Palm Beach County’s new, 
improved facilities, and the other was to 
the Bonnet House in Fort Lauderdale.  
WPBGC heartily recommends both 
locations.
   The Solid Waste Authority (SWA) 
is now a “state of the art, cutting edge”  
facility which gives excellent group 
tours. Groups from all counties are 
welcomed as SWA is proud of its 
position as a “waste to energy” facility 
that burns recycled solid waste, yard 
waste, and other non-hazardous waste 
to generate electricity for use at their 
facility and for distribution to Florida 

Power and Light.  It is also the first 
of its kind to be built in the US in 15 
years.  Some members  dutifully visited 
the SWA  with no interest whatsoever 
in the subject, but became  fascinated by 
the facility and its  presentation. 
  The Bonnet House was lovely, 
historical, and beautifully landscaped. 
The club also enjoyed a private tour of 
the orchid greenhouses  (specializing 
in prize-winning vandas ) and a picnic 
lunch outdoors.
   WPBGC is enjoying its second 
year volunteering at the  Palm Beach 
Zoo. This year they are  refurbishing  
4 elephant topiaries and 3 butterfly 
topiaries and chose the Palm Beach 
Zoo as its District X Affiliate. 

Boynton Beach GC hosts Art in Bloom 
flower show at Amanda James Art Gallery

Jane Gavlick’s design

West Palm Beach Garden Club visits 
the Solid Waste Authority



  
                          

FFGC District X 
 

 SPRING 2016 Meeting 
 

Friday, April 29, 2016 
 
    9:15 am    Registration & Continental Breakfast 
10:00 am Call to Order 

 
 

           The Kane Center 
 900 SE Salerno Road, Stuart, FL  34997 

 

                
Directions:  I-95 Exit 101 Stuart, EAST on FL-76/Kanner Highway,  
 After 1.2 miles, Turn RIGHT at the Third Traffic Light onto SALERNO ROAD 
 After 0.7 miles, Turn RIGHT into The Kane Center Parking Lot (after the building)  

 

 

LUNCHEON CHOICE: 
CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD:  Hearts of Romaine lettuce 
tossed in Caesar Dressing and topped with Diced Grilled 
Chicken Breast, Seasoned Croutons and Parmesan Cheese 

     OR 
PASTA PRIMAVERA:  Medley of fresh vegetables and 
herbs in a light garlic tomato basil sauce served over penne 
pasta and sprinkled with Parmesan Cheese 

 

Registration Fee includes Continental Breakfast  
plus Dessert & Beverage with Lunch 

 

COST: 
 $30.00 before April 1st or $35.00 after April 1st 
 NO REFUNDS after April 8th 
 Registration Deadline April 15th 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR NAME TAG TO THE MEETING 
 

HOSTED BY:  District X 

 

 FFGC District X Spring 2016 Meeting 
REGISTRATION FORM   

 

 (Copy as necessary; One Form per Person; Please PRINT) 
 
NAME: _____________________________________________________ 

CLUB/CIRCLE:  ___________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS:  ______________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: _________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE:  (_________) _________________________________ 

EMAIL:  ____________________________@______________________ 

SELECT:   CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD  OR    PASTA PRIMAVERA 
Registration Fee includes Continental Breakfast, Dessert & Beverage 
DIETARY RESTRICTIONS:  _____________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Checks payable to:  FFGC / District X 
 

$30.00 before April 1st or $35.00 after April 1st 
 

NO REFUNDS after April 8th  ~  Registration Deadline April 15th 
 
 
 

      MAIL TO: C. L. Roberts, Treas.  
 1887 NW Pine Lake Dr. 
 Stuart, FL  34994-9444 

Please check all that apply: 
  District X Member 
  District X Chairman 
  District X Officer 
  District X Director 
  Former District X Director 
  DELEGATE 
  First Time at District X Meeting 
  Circle/Club President 
  FFGC State Chairman 
  FFGC State Officer 

 

 

  FFGC Former President 
  Deep South Chairman/Officer 
  NGC Chairman/Officer 
  NGC Former Officer 
  NGC Life Member 
  Deep South Life Member 
  FFGC Life Member 
  FFGC Pillar of Pride Recipient 
  FFGC Hall of Fame Recipient 
  FFGC Earth Steward Recipient 
  Guest 
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Gardening Study Course 2, Series 
IV 

 
 
 
 

OFFERED BY 

NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 

GARDENING STUDY 
SCHOOL 

 Course I, SERIES 4 
 

DISTRICT XII, FLORIDA FEDERATION 
OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.  

April 12 and 13, 2016 
 
	  

Arlene	  Rand,	  FFGC	  President 
 

 

Wingate 
Hotel 

2800 S.W. 149th Avenue 
Miramar, FL  33027 

954-441-0122 
 

TO REGISTER: www.districtx.org  Educational 
Opportunities 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, 
Inc., District XII is pleased to offer 
the National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
(NGC) Gardening Study School. The 
curriculum is divided into a series of 
four individual courses consisting of 
10 hours of instruction ea community 
projects
ch, and is open to any Garden Club 
member. However, anyone is welcome 
to attend who wishes to receive 
information about and develop skills 
in horticultural and gardening subjects.  
District XII will be offering Course II 
April 12 and 13, 2016.  Courses III is 
scheduled to take place October 26 
and 27, 2016 (pending approval) and 
Course IV March/April of 2017. (Final 
dates are yet to be determined).  

The courses, which may be taken in 
any order, are structured to stimulate 
interest and impart knowledge for 
growing plants to the peak of perfection.  
Course content, which is presented in 
lecture format over the first two days by 
horticultural professionals, may include 
tours of botanical and test gardens. 
Topics include the study of basic botany 
for gardeners, soils, houseplants, and 
propagation.  Also covered are such 
topics as how new plants are developed 
and evaluated, factors that influence 
plant growth, container gardening, 
pruning  techniques, growing outdoor 
flowers and vegetables, specialized styles 
of gardening, growing plants indoors 
and/or under lights, and growing trees 
and shrubs, plus other interesting and 
informative gardening topics.

We urge everyone to take the optional 
exam offered the afternoon of the 
second day in order to become a NGC-
accredited Gardening Consultant.  
Questions are based on any required 
reading, lectures, and study materials.  
Members of NGC Clubs receive 
the designation of NGC Gardening 
Consultant by attending all four courses 
and passing the test for each course with 
grades of 70% or better.  After just two 
courses have been completed and passed 
Provisional Consultant membership is 
available in the Gardening Consultants 
Council.  When all four courses are 
completed and passed full Gardening 
Consultant status is attained and 
a Consultant Certification Card is 
received.  (NOTE: This does not convey 
“professional” status.)

Florida Federation of Garden Club, 

Inc. provides programs and tours that 
further the education of its members.  
Consultants are eligible to judge contests 
and displays as representatives of the 
Gardening Study Schools program in 
events participated in by the Council.

Non-member students who have 
successfully completed all four courses 
may apply for Consultant Certification 
upon joining a NGC-member Garden 
Club within six weeks of completion of 
the series.  Certificates of Completion 
may be awarded to non-NGC students 
attending a full series.

 Gardening Consultants may refresh 
their status every year but to maintain 
good standing they MUST Refresh by 
the end of the FIFTH calendar year.  
The calendar year may be used as a basis 
for fulfilling refresher requirements for 
Gardening Consultants.  This means 
you may refresh once each calendar 
year without having to wait for a full 
year from your last refresher date. Four 
Refresher courses are required to achieve 
MASTER Gardening Consultant 
status.  

DIRECTIONS TO WINGATE 
HOTEL
From I-75 North or South, take exit 
7A, Miramar Parkway  East. At the first 
traffic light, 148th Ave., make a left into 
Huntington Corporate Park. Follow the 
road down to Peacock 
plaza, which will be 27th ST. and make 
a left.  This will place you directly in 
front of NBC6. Make immediate left 
then right and follow the road down.
If you need any assistance please call us 
at (954) 441-0122.



GARDENING STUDY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Arlene Rand, FFGC President 
Marylou Ruiz, GSS Chair 786-442-4991
Kay Murff, Registrar 305-665-3377
Sally Flanagan, Hospitality
Barbara Hadsell, Proctor
Please direct any inquires to Chairs listed above

COURSE CURRICULUM
TUESDAY, April 12, 2016

8:15 REGISTRATION
8:45 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
  Barbara Hadsell
  Marylou Ruiz
9:00 GROWING VEGETABLES    
 A. Choice of Varieties
 B. When and how to plant
 C. Crop rotation and inter-planting
 D. Pest Control
 E.  Problems and solutions
11:00     Break
11:15     Review
11:30      TEST ON GROWING VEGETABLES
12:15      Lunch
12:45 PLANT DISEASES AND GARDEN PESTS  
 A. Overview of good growing techniques
  (Controls – Organic and inorganic)
 B.  Regional insect and disease problems
  a. Seasonal
  b. New insect/disease problems (add   
 prohibited and invasive species in area)
 C.  Beneficial insects – predators
 D.  Problem solving/prevention
  a. Sanitation
  b. Interplanting
  c. Mulching

COURSE CURRICULUM
WEDNESDAY, April 13, 2016

8:15 Announcements - Barbara Hadsell
8:45     Supplemental Subject Lecture 
 CLEAN WATER
9:45     Break
10:00    GROWING FRUIT    
 A. Choice of Varieties
 B. When and how to plant
 C. Training and Pruning
 D. Environmental Factors
 E. Problem solving and solutions

11:00     Break 
11:15     Review
11:30     TEST ON GROWING FRUIT 
12:00 Lunch
12:45   LAWN ALTERNATIVES & GROWING 
 GRASS 
 A. Site preparation and selection of grass/    
                             plants
 B. Maintenance of site
 C. Problem Solving  

2:15      Break  
2:30 IRRIGATION AND WATER 
 A. Planting Efficiently
 B. Water use and water saving factors
 a. How much water is necessary?
 b. Water problems – regional
 1. Water Bans
 2. Water Quality

4:00  FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS



Wellington Garden Club Presents a Tour of  
 

Glorious Gardens 
 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 
 

10:00 AM – 4 PM   Rain or Shine! 
 
        Visit Spectacular Private Gardens                                       

 
       Unique Plant Sale            Fabulous Raffle 

       Refreshments 
 
 

             Net profits from this event will support: 
   

        Youth Garden Club Programs  
Scholarships for Environmental Youth Camps  

Habitat for Humanity Landscaping and Community Projects  
College Scholarships for Horticulture and Environmental Studies  

  
 

    Ticket prices: $25 in Advance   
                               $22 Groups of 10 or more  

          $30 Day of Tour 
       
  

Advance Purchase from February 22 through April 5 at: 
 

www.wellingtongardenclub.org 
 

OR AT: 
 Whole Foods Market                         Amelia’s Smarty Plants 
 2635 State Road 7, Wellington        1515 N. Dixie Hwy., Lake Worth       

 
 

Day of Tour – Pick up tour booklet and map at: 

 

First Baptist Church, 12700 W. Forest Hill Blvd., Wellington 
(Look for the Wellington Garden Club banner starting at 9:30 AM) 

 

Tickets also may be purchased at the church on day of tour for $30  
 
 
 

Wellington Garden Club is a 501 (c)(3) organization 
For more information and tickets: www.wellingtongardenclub.org 


