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Hello everyone 
and I hope you 
had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving. As usual I ate too 
much. I have been busily reading 
your year books. If you did 
not bring one to the District X 
meeting in October please send 
it to me.

I am excited to be going to 
several clubs in December, 
January and March.  I will see 
some of you at Garden Fest at 
Riverside Park in February in Vero 
Beach sponsored by the Garden 
Club of Indian River County. Also 
I hope to see you at The Secrets  
Garden Tour sponsored by the 
Garden Club of Stuart. Go to 
http://www.gardenclubofstuart.
org for tickets and information.

BIG, BIG reminder of TROPICAL 
SHORT COURSE on January 19 

and 20, 2022 at the Green Acres 
Community Center in West Palm 
Beach. Please sign up even if you 
are not refreshing or have not 
attended a school by NGC. You 
should not miss Doug Tallamy, 
in person on the first day of the 
event. Anyone who has read his 
book Natures Best Hope should 
listen to his program IN PERSON.

Tropical Short Course is the 
only fundraiser for District X and 
Panera Bread is catering the 
event. YUM! Also your District 
X Director is the chairman of 
the event. PLUG PLUG PLUG the 
event! Go to the district website 
for all the information.

I am also helping Tina Tuttle, 
our first Vice President with 
fundraising for the 100th 
Anniversary. All the District 
Directors met and contributed 

ideas to help Tina, knowing 
what she has done so far. We 
all decided to ask each member 
of District X to contribute $10. 
All monies raise for this BIG 
event will come back to you with 
several events to be celebrated. 
You can ask me if you want to 
know more. Tina will tell us more 
either at convention in April or 
at The District X meeting in 
October when the TOUR TEAM 
will be attending.

Don’t forget to send in your 
suggestions for books to read in 
our section for Blooming Tales. 
I am reading The Last Child 
in the Woods. What an eye 
opener! I also can’t wait to read 
The Sixth Extinction.

Have a MERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS, 
HANNAKAH or any other way you 
celebrate the coming season.

  Don’t miss attending the 65th 
Annual Tropical Short Course.  
Here is what the NGC Multiple 
Refresher had to say as she 
reviewed and approved our 
District X TriRefresher:
   “What a treasured, educational 
experience this Tri-Refresher 
will be for your Environmental, 
Gardening, and Landscape 
Design School consultants who 
will participate by listening to 
nationally-known speakers and 

by viewing beautifully-landscaped 
tropical gardens!”
Doris Duckworth, NGC Multiple 
Refresher Chairman
   The interactive registration form 
can be found at www.districtx.org 
under Educational Opportunities, 
January.  The detailed program 
is attached to this newsletter.  
Seating is limited so send in 
your registration now.
Barbara Hadsell, TSC Program 
Chairman

Don’t miss Tropical Short Course on Jan. 19-20



  The pandemic did not stop the 
Ocean Ridge Garden Club!  Quite 
the opposite, we took advantage 
of the moment to make some 
big changes.  Like many other 
clubs and organizations, we 
conducted monthly meetings via 
Zoom.  But we were also inspired 
to launch our ORGC website at 
www.oceanridgegardenclub.org 
as a new way to connect to our 
members and the community.    
   The website provides a forum 
for us to post information about 
the club, with photos, news, and 
history for members and others 
to view.  An unanticipated bonus 
was the opportunity it provides 
for members to connect from 
their winter homes and for 
community members to contact 
us with questions about garden-
related topics.  
  After the ORGC  website was 
up and running, we decided to 
test its potential as an alternate 
venue for fundraising.  In late 
November of 2020, we opened 
our first virtual “Shop” and took 
orders for holiday gifts, featuring 
flowers and plants locally 
sourced from Johnny Mango’s 
Garden Center and masks made 
with holiday fabrics.  
   Orders were placed online over 
a two-week period and fulfilled 
in a “touchless” drive-through 
event at our pick-up point in the 
Ocean Ridge Town Hall parking 
lot on a Saturday morning.  
    The first Shop was so suc-
cessful, we repeated it with 
a “Valentine’s Day Shop” in 
early February with roses from 
Johnny Mango’s, chocolates 
locally sourced from Scheurer’s 
Chocolate and other gift items.  

This time we expanded our 
publicity about the Shop  to the 
community, which increased our 
reach and sales.  
  To round out the season, 
we launched a “Spring Shop” 
and introduced products that 
we created or acquired locally, 
including a selection of insulated 
wine cups with our ORGC logo, 
chocolate bars embossed with 
the logo, handcrafted soaps and 
honey made by bees from saw 
palm or mangrove pollen. 
   We were pleased to find that 
the amount of money raised 
with the online Shops was 
comparable to the in-person 
fundraisers we conducted in past 
years.  Despite the pandemic, we 
have maintained income needed 
to help keep the club activities 
funded.

Other important activities for 
this year have continued with 
$1,500 awards from ORGC’s 
Patrice Mahon Scholarship 
Fund that went to each of two 
graduate students at Florida 
Atlantic University for their work 
as interns at FAU’s Pine Jog 
Educational Center growing rare 
native orchids.  The students also 
contributed to the research and 
preparation of our Ocean Ridge 
Tree Booklet about  trees in the 
community to raise community 
awareness and protection for our 
tree canopy.  The booklet was 
inspired by the National Garden 
Club’s “Each One Plant One” 
program to promote awareness 
and planting of native trees.  

Our program for the  2021-22 
season includes outdoor field 

trips for small and large groups 
to area gardens, including 
Morikami Japanese Garden in 
Delray Beach and Pan’s Garden 
featuring all native plants in Palm 
Beach. 

  Our premier community outreach 
activity for the upcoming season 
will be  “Save the Seas, Plastics 
Free!” at the Ocean Ridge 
Town Hall and Oceanfront Park 
beach on February 26, 2022, 
in partnership with the Town 
of Ocean Ridge and Boynton 
Beach.  This will be an all-day 
event with inspirational speakers, 
family activities and educational 
workshops. 
   Representatives from com-
munity organizations and shops 
committed to ocean stewardship 
will have displays or vendor 
stations, and food and drinks will 
be available.  Dune plantings and 
maintenance will be a feature, 
since the ORGC motto is “The 
Ocean is Our Garden”.  Please 
watch for more information 
about this event!  

The capstone on our program 
will be hosting the FFGC District 
X Spring Meeting at The Little 
Club in Gulfstream on Tuesday, 
April 26, with a Flower Show 
immediately following the 
business meeting.  The dining 
facilities include indoor and 
outdoor seating, with full 
immunization and masking where 
appropriate for everyone’s safety.  
We look forward to meeting with 
other District X participants in 
this lovely venue on our barrier 
island.

by Jackie Reed

Ocean Ridge GC uses new website to connect with 
members, community, and fundraising 



  Garden Club of Stuart, Satin 
Leaf Circle has adopted a new 
civic project. Sewall’s Point Town 
Committee has approved a Butterfly 
Garden at the Sewall’s Point Town 
Park to be planted and maintained 
by the Satin Leaf Circle.
  The Butterfly Garden will increase 
awareness of our organization, 
educate the community about 
butterflies and beautify our town 
park.

GC of  Stuart’s Satin 
Leaf Circle adopts 
new Butterfly Garden 
project

by Bonney Karen 
DEAR MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA 
FEDERATIONOF GARDEN CLUBS:

Wekiva Youth Camp has a new 
Director!  We are so excited and 
pleased to announce that Shelby 
Mander from Dade City is the new 
Director of Camp Wekiva. She is 
excited to step right in and we are 
excited to welcome her to the Wekiva 
Family. So here’s to Camp 

On Saturday, January 2 at 8:00 pm EST, 

we will open registration for Critters, 
7th, and 8th grade programs.

On Sunday, January 3 at 8:00 Pm EST, 
we will open up registration for 3rd-
6th grade campers.

Volunteer and Staff registrations for 
2022 are now open on the Wekiva 
Web site. Sign up early so you receive 
the week you request in the program 
that you would like to volunteer.

By Christy Linke, Wekiva Youth Camp Chairman

Wekiva Youth Camp has a new Director!

       Garden Club of Indian River 
County Inc. held its 26th Christmas 
Boxwood Topiary Workshop on 
December 10, 2021.  The annual 
event was again led by Jennifer 
Sauter, nationally accredited 
Flower Show Master Judge.  
      

      

The workshop is a seasonal 
tradition open to the public but 
many club members attend or 

purchase “kits” of materials to 
make their boxwood tree at home. 
It is held the first or second Friday 
of December; further information 
is posted on our web site:  www.
gardenclubofirc.org.  
   In 1994, Jennifer attended a local 
Vero Beach florist’s class where she 
learned to make her own boxwood 

tree and then she started teaching 
for the club the next year.  Patty 
Prange did the publicity and 45 
people were in attendance. 
    Why has this been such a 
success?  Jennifer explained that 
it lets the participants make the 
trees themselves which gives them 
pride. They last for a month, and it 
is a craft that they can understand.  
“Everyone goes home with a 
beautiful tree.”
    Jennifer has been active in 

Jasmine Circle including being 
its president.  As expected, she 
is always involved in the GCIRC 
flower shows.  She has held many 
positions as well as entering 
competitions.  She was also 
involved in the development of 
Gardenfest! and continues to be a 
willing helper.
Thank you, Jennifer, for sharing 
your knowledge which results in a 
lovely outcome!
  

Garden Club of Indian River holds its 26th 
Christmas Boxwood Topiary workshop
by Barbra Russell



  Our first in-person member 
meeting of the new season was 
in September when we introduced 
members to the Corks, Inc. 
initiative of recycling wine corks 
with the money going to Ocean 
Conservation and to Save the 
Forest.  We have collected over 
1000 wine corks so far.  One of 
our members, Suzy Boardman, 
had been collecting corks for 
a special project that never 
materialized.  So timing was 
perfect for her to clean up her 
garage and donate corks for the 
cause.
   Theresa Watkins, garden 
author, designer, horticulturist, 
and environmental consultant 
was the speaker at our September 
meeting.  Her program showcased 
the many ways to use your 
imagination to select, plant, and 
take care of different pots and 
containers with designs for year-

round seasonal color and style.  
Her presentation was informative 
as well as enjoyable.
 Our October meeting speaker 
was one of our own members, 
Lynda Salesbury,  a Garden Guru 
and a Florida Master Gardener.  
Her highly educational and 
informative presentation was 
about Florida palm Trees.  Lynda 
also has a gardening segment 
on Talk Radio M-F at 6:55 AM 
on AM Radio 1590.
  The November meeting featured 
a duo of our very own and very 
talented flower designers.  Dotty 
Greene and Jeannette Waltz 
gave an informative and casual 
presentation on, what else but 
Flower Designs!  It was a fun 
meeting.
  Veterans’ Day is a national 
holiday celebrated in November.  
The Garden Club of Fort Pierce 
has a stand with our Blue Star 

Marker in Veterans’ Park on 
the River front in Fort Pierce.  
While we are not permitted to 
permanently landscape around 
our marker, we have been given 
permission to place a container 
design in front of our stand.  
Below is a photo of the container 
garden placed at the base of 
our stand for Veterans’ Day.  

Our member, Sonja Jemison, has 
been creating container designs 
and placing them in the Park for 
the past year.  Thank you, Sonja.
  

Garden Club of  Fort Pierce starts new season 
with enthusiasm

By Vivian Kobe

     Oleander Garden Club is 
delighted to announce that we 
have four new members who 
will be joining us at our holiday 
luncheon to be held at the 
Croquet Center in W.P.B.
   We will be holding a fundraiser 
on February 21, 2022, from 
4:00- 7:00 pm.  Gourmet hors 
d’oeurves & wine will be served 
in an outdoor courtyard. There 
will be a concert featuring Mace 
Graham, a talented entertainer 
who performs at several clubs 
in Palm Beach an also has 
performed at Carnegie Hall.
    For more information about
the  “Sounds of Springs” 
fundraiser, please see the District 

X website under Events.  Proceeds 
benefit our work in the community.
The Junior Gardeners’ program 
this year is focused on insects – 
“A” is for ant, “B” is for butterfly, 
etc.   The Jr Gardeners planted 
host plants for the Swallowtail 
butterfly.    We will be adding native 
butterfly plants (nectar & host) to 
our native tree garden which was 
established on Arbor Day in 2020 
at Greenacres Community Center.    
  For the Holidays, the Jr Gardeners 
also worked on making decorative 
pine cone Christmas Trees.   We 
continue to enjoy our book club 
meetings, the current book is 
Florida’s Mangroves, A Slightly 
Salty History by Thomas Kenning.

By Becky Walton & Janet Stein, Co-Presidents

Mark your calendars for Sounds of Spring 
presented by Oleander Garden Club

photo by Margo Fatzinger 



  We hope that all our FFGC 
families and friends had a 
wonderful Happy Thanksgiving!  
  Our Jupiter Tequesta Garden 
Club has been following the 
Safety guidelines for the 
Covid pandemic during the 
past 2 years.  Our season 
started back up with an in-
person meeting in October 
with social distancing and 
masks (optional).  We also 
brown bagged our luncheon 
meetings.
    We kicked off our December 
meeting with our normal buffet 
table with holiday decorations.  
It was a great feeling to be 
back to “almost” normal,  but 
we still took precautions with 
the news of the virus variances.                
  For the new season, we 
would like to welcome 5 new 
club members:  Susan Fusaro, 
Julie Fine, Deanna Gregory, 
Maura Miller and Regina 
Conlon.
  One of our new fundraising 
ideas is a Holiday Basket 
raffled off each month.  
Our Board teamed up and 

presented the 
first basket 
for the month 
of November 
with a 
Thanksgiving 

theme.  It was a great success.  
In December a beautiful Spa- 
themed basket was presented 
by Annette Beverly’s team of 
ladies with lots 
of goodies in 
different sizes 
of white boxes 
to look like 
a Snowman.   
Along with a 
special basket 
for January, 
we will also be 
doing a fun “Regifting” raffle 
event. 
  Attending to our J/T Com-
munity Garden area projects is 
ongoing (even during Covid).   
Rosemary Miller’s team heads 
up the garden areas at the 
Jupiter Medical Thrift Center.  
Annie Hite and her team 
(Kathy Landre, Livia Pepper 
and Donna Sereno) attend 

to the Tindall Pioneer House 
projects on the grounds of the 
Jupiter Lighthouse. Pineapple 

plants have 
been planted 
and also 
plants for 
the raised 
v e g e t a b l e 
garden beds 
( f e n n e l , 
s w e e t 
p o t a t o e s , 
t a r r a g o n , 

herbs) plus, a waist-high raised 
bed with local ferns.  
  Judy Wilson heads up 
projects at the Constitution 
Park in Tequesta.  The town 
of Tequesta received a Grant 
and reimburses us for any 
plants purchased for the 
Butterfly Garden.  
   Once again, our ladies 
will be doing our traditional 
decorating of the Christmas 
tree at the Jupiter Hospital’s 
Foshay Cancer Center with 
handmade ornaments.
  We would like to wish all of 
you a Merry, Merry Christmas 
and special wishes for a 
Beautiful and Bright New Year 
in 2022 for us ALL!  Happy 
Gardening!

  On Monday, December 6, 
2021, the Wellington Garden 
Club celebrated 40 years as a 
member of FFGC.  WGC held a 
luncheon at the Wanderers Club 
in Wellington with 98 members in 
attendance.  Village of Wellington 
Vice Mayor John McGovern 
congratulated the Club on its 
accomplishments.  Honored and 
celebrated were 8 past Presidents 
along with current President, 
Maria Wolfe

.  Club members contributed 
toys to the US Marines Toys for 
Tots program.  In addition a live 
auction was held to benefit the 
WGC’s scholarship program.  

Wellington Garden Club celebrates 40 
years as FFGC member
by Maria Wolfe

Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club tries monthly holiday 
basket raffles for fundraising
by Diane Macomber



    The Boynton Beach Garden Club 
has planned an exciting year with 
informative programs, interesting 
horticultural presentations, crea-
tive workshops, and a major 
fundraiser, a Potluck Luncheon 
and Auction.
  An ice cream social and fun 
“get acquainted or reacquainted” 
game started the Club 
year.  Committee chairwomen 
announced their plans for the 
upcoming year and reminded 
members to check our website 
for additional information.  
  Members continued to maintain 
our four gardens (Community 
Garden, Butterfly Garden, 
Memorial Garden and Youth 
Garden.)  The newest addition 
to the community garden is a 
section containing a variety 
of succulent plants beautifully 
landscaped within brick pavers.  
   The first in our “Go Wild, 
Go Native” (plant wildflowers and 
native plants) themed programs 
was “Plant This, Not That”, by a 
member of the FL Native Plant 
Society, who gave us native plant 
options for making landscaping 
changes in our yards to re-
establish a healthier environment. 
   A carpool trip to Butterfly 
World gave members an 
informative, docent-led tour of 
the facility, learning about the 
butterfly life cycle and butterfly-
friendly plants. Members entered 
the butterfly enclosed area and 
were surrounded by hundreds of 
colorful butterflies from all over 
the world. 
 After attending the District X 
meeting in October, our members 
decided to replicate a fun, social 
event that other clubs did.  We 
incorporated a “Sip ‘n Stroll 
or Sip ‘n Sit” in some cases, 
depending on the members 

activity level.  Our first adventure 
with refreshments in hand was 
to Wakodahatchee Wetlands to 
watch hundreds of birds flying in 
to roost for the night. The next 
was to the Boynton Beach Inlet 
Park where we were entertained 
by the visitors who were just 
enjoying a pleasant evening by 
the water. Our members are 
looking forward to our next Sip 
and Stroll adventure to Green 
Cay Nature Center and Wetlands.
     An annual tradition on Veteran’s 
Day is to hold a ceremony at 
the Blue Star Marker in Boynton 
Beach. Numerous club members 
and the Mayor joined the Civic 
Committee at our 11th annual 
ceremony to honor our veterans.   
  Club members also visited 
residents at Rustic Retreat, a 
home for veterans, bearing gifts 

of poinsettias, donuts, magazines 
and puzzles. 
  Creating different things with 
flowers or for flowers has been 
the subject of most of our 
workshops. Members created a 
beautiful decoupaged flowerpot, 
and a holiday floral arrangement 
from dried caloossa   leaves.     
  The horticulture committee 

sponsored a Teacup Exchange.  
At home, members created a 
floral arrangement in a teacup.  

Upon arriving at the meeting, 
they were given a number and 
when their number was called, 
they could select any teacup 
they wanted. It was surprising to 
see how beautifully the teacups 
could be filled with flowers or 
plants. 
  All members are planning and 
preparing for the main fundraiser, 
a Potluck Luncheon and Auction 
with numerous gift baskets and 
50/50 raffle.  This event will be 
held at the Sterling Village in 
Boynton Beach from noon to 
3:30 on January 11th. Profits will 
benefit the FFGC’s Scholarship 
Endowment Fund.  
Our club has been so fortunate 
to have welcomed seven very 
enthusiastic new members since 
the beginning of the club year.  
We are celebrating these new 
additions to our ranks with 
gratitude.
 Twenty-one members and 
prospective members gathered 
for a holiday luncheon at a local 
restaurant after our December 
general meeting. It was such a 
fun time to socialize after the 
long covid isolation.
We look forward to 2022 to 
continue our club’s projects and 
activities. To get a peek at what’s 
been planned, check out the 
calendar on our website: www.
boyntonbeachgardenclub.org and 
you will see lots of interesting, 
informative and fun programs.. 

Boynton Beach GC couldn’t get any busier!
by Toni Cvetko



From: Mary Scheitler mfs33436@gmail.com
Subject: We hope to see you --

Date: December 7, 2021 at 1:49 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients: ;

BOYNTON BEACH GARDEN CLUB
is Planning a

Potluck Luncheon with an Auction, Baskets and a 50/50
 Tuesday, January 11, 2022

at 12:00 Noon
Our Club is extending an invitation to you to join us. We will meet at:

Sterling Village *
500 North Federal Highway

Boynton Beach, Florida
 

We hope you will be able to attend for what will be a fun afternoon. 
Food is provided by BBGC members; please be our guest. 

Reservations are a must, so please call or email:
 

Kathy Menninger
at 516-849-3415

or kathleenmenninger@gmail.com
 

Please RSVP by January 6
 
BBGC is a 501 (c)3 organization. This fundraiser is benefiting FFGC’s
Scholarship Endowment Fund.
* Directions:  I-95 to Boynton Beach Blvd. and exit east.  Drive to Federal
Hwy. (the light after crossing the railroad tracks) and turn right (south). 
Sterling is about 2 blocks down on the left-hand side. We are in the large
building straight ahead, slightly to the left. Park only in the yellow marked
parking spots. You can enter the clubhouse from both sides. 



Monarchs, Milkweed, and OE 
by Ann McCormick 
District X Butterfly Chairman 

Ophryocystis elektroschirra (OE) is a protozoan parasite that 
is dependent on milkweed-eating caterpillars for their 
reproductive life cycles. They survive in the environment as 
spores. Monarch and Queen butterflies are the only known 
hosts. Infected butterflies may not be as vigorous as healthy butterflies, may be smaller in size 
and may have deformed wings.  

Caterpillars emerge from their eggs healthy. They ingest spores containing OE protozoa from 
the surface of milkweed leaves. During digestion the spores are broken down, eight one-celled 
protozoa are released from each spore, and the caterpillar becomes infected. The OE protozoa 
migrate into the intestinal wall where they reproduce exponentially, asexually by cell division. 
The amount of damage a butterfly has is likely related to how early the caterpillar was infected. 
When the caterpillar pupates, OE begins sexual reproduction, producing even more protozoa.  
Most of the damage to the butterfly happens in the chrysalis. A few days before the adult 
butterfly emerges, the OE congregate to form spores that will allow them to survive, attached 
loosely to the surface of the butterfly. 

When butterflies mate they can pass the spores to each other’s surface, and while fluttering 
around feeding on milkweed they leave spores on the leaves. When depositing eggs, spores 
may also be left behind on the eggs and leaves. When the caterpillar emerges, the egg casing 
is its first meal, and often spores as well, before it begins feasting on the milkweed leaves, and 
the cycle continues.   

The eastern migratory population of North American monarchs has an OE infection rate of about 
7%, the lowest on the continent. These butterflies do not breed during the winter months.  In 
Florida, south of  Orlando, where the monarch population is non-migratory, they breed year 
round. Their OE infection rate exceeds 70%, with a cluster in Miami-Dade County reaching 
nearly 100%. 

Tropical Milkweed, Asclepias curassavica, and other non-native milkweeds that remain green 
during the winter months, should continue to be cut back to 6 inches, and recut every few weeks 
as they sprout during the months of November through February in the area north of Orlando, to 
discourage breeding at this time of year in the migratory population.  

This recommendation is not for Southern Florida, south of Orlando, where the population is non-
migratory.  Consider cutting back non-native milkweeds on a rotating basis to offer fresh new 
growth for ovipositing, while removing older growth that likely has spores in a third of your 
garden.  A month later, when new growth is apparent, cut back another third, etc. Plant plenty of 
native nectar plants to feed the adults; they can satisfy their nutritional requirements with nectar 
other than from milkweed, and may leave fewer spores on milkweed if not feeding there. 

Captive rearing of Monarch caterpillars is not recommended. This practice can increase the 
prevalence of OE infection, and disrupt genetic diversity. According to the Xerces Society, 
Monarch Joint Venture, University of Minnesota Monarch Lab, The Eastern Region of the US 
Forest Service, and others, a limited number of wild caught eggs, larvae or pupae may be 
raised for educational purposes, not more than 10 per year per educator, individual, or family 
unit.
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    Rio Lindo GC always (except for 
2020 because of the pandemic) 
has a fun bus trip in December. 
This year we chartered a 47 
passenger bus to take members 
& friends to Night Garden at 
Fairchild Tropical Gardens. We 
had a great time.   
    

by Karen York

Piper’s Landing Garden Club learns to “taste” wines
 Piper’s Landing Garden Club 
is on a roll again! In October 
we had our first meeting of the 
season. After a short business 
meeting, we had a wine tasting, 
pared with special desserts. 
Our inhouse sommelier, Claudio 
Gonzalez, did a wonderful 
job explaining each wine and 
dessert. We all had a great time 
learning how to “taste” wines 
and understand the subtleties of 
each one! Thank you, Claudio!!!

  We welcomed 7 new Piper’s 
Landing Garden Club members! 
It was a pleasure meeting them 

and we look forward to seeing 
them at our future meetings!
  On October 19, three of 
our members attended the Fall 
District X meeting in Port St. 
Lucie. We all learned so much 

and had a great time!

The Piper’s Landing butterfly 
garden had its annual clean 
up and now looks great again! 
We weeded and trimmed many 
overgrown bushes and had fun 
doing it! Great job ladies!
 
Our next meeting on November 
15, will be “Art in the Garden” 
with Joyce Rosselli. This promises 
to be most interesting and fun!

Piper’s Landing wishs everyone a 
Wonderful Holiday Season!

We also ordered 500 poinsettias 
direct from the greenhouse to 
take prepaid orders from our 
members for delivery December 
3.  Beautiful double plants in 
6 inch pots.  Great gifts. We 
were able to obtain the plants 
wholesale through some good 
connections.    
   For the few plants unsold 
we placed them at several gated 
communities in Port St. Lucie. 

We decorated the plants with 
our Rio Lindo logo and contact 
information to get our name out 
there.  We want all to know what 
a great garden club we are! 
   A busy & successful December 
was had by all.

Rio Lindo Garden Club decorates with poinsettias

by Liza Sarinsky



Gardening for Life
65th Annual

Tropical Short Course

NGC Tri-Refresher
Master Gardener Continuing 

Education
January 19 & 20, 2022

Greenacres Community Center
501 Swain Blvd.

Greenacres, FL  33463
(561) 642-2195

Registration: www.districtx.org  Educational 
Opportunities

  Michelle Maguire, Chairperson
     mouthmom@yahoo.com



Wednesday,  January 19
8:00 – 8:30 -   Registration and Light Breakfast
8:30 – 8:45 -   Welcome and Introductions
8:45 – 10:00 -   Nature’s Best Hope
Doug Tallamy,
Learn how to join Homegrown National Park 
Douglas W. Tallamy awakened thousands of readers to an urgent situation: wildlife populations are in decline because 
the native plants they depend on are fast disappearing. His solution? Plant more natives.

 He will  outline his vision for a grassroots approach to conservation. Since more than 80% of the land in the United 
States is privately owned, Tallamy proposes homeowners everywhere turn their yards into conservation corridors that 
provide wildlife habitats by planting native plants.  Because this approach relies on the initiatives of private individuals, it 
is immune from the whims of government policy. He calls this approach Homegrown National Park. Even more important, 
it’s practical, effective, and easy—you will walk away with specific suggestions you can incorporate into your own yard.

10:00 – 11:00 – Landscaping with Natives
Rose Bechard Butman
Rooting For Our Future: Restoring Nature One Garden at a Time
Rose Béchard-Butman, NatureScape Program Coordinator, ISA Certified Arborist
Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department, Natural Resources Division of Broward County
Any native planting can help — at least in a small way — to bridge the gaps in our fragmented, overdeveloped habitat.
But what should you emphasize? We will explore how to incorporate recommended native Florida plant species that 
would be great additions to our urban landscapes. 
11:00 – 11:30 – Break

11:30 – 12:30 – Forest Bathing
Reina Snyder
Nature: Primal Healer
Reina Snyder is the Environmental Chairman for District X, Green School Ambassador and Green School Judge for 
the FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center, Green School Recognition Program as well as a garden and 
environmental consultant. She will present the accumulating scientific evidence of the past 40 years as to the powerful 
effects of nature on human physiology, psychology, and well-being. Humans are designed to be part of nature yet 
recent data indicates ninety-three percent of our time is spent indoors, much of it on electronics. This is exacting a 
significant health toll; yet the remedy maybe under our noses, or rather our feet. Take a walk outside —for 20 minutes 
every day. Experience the shift! In this talk, Ms. Snyder presents a complete plan for improved health and well-being 
– and it isn’t about exercise! 
12:30 – 1:00 – Lunch
 

1:00 – 2:00  Gardening Refresher Tour
Flamingo Gardens – Chris Maler, Director of Horticulture
The Enduring Garden.
Lessons from a nearly 100 year old South Florida garden.
As Flamingo Gardens approaches its 100th year, we look at what this mature sub-tropical garden can teach us about 
tree longevity, culture, and hurricane damage.

2:00=3:00 – Floral Design
John Speziale, Owner of Petals on the Sand
Presentation Name : Floral Splendors of the World
Title: John Speziale, Petals on the Sand LLC, Master Designer 48 yrs Experience
Content: The many uses of flowers, in any container that one may have at home. Several simple arrangements that 
even a novice can do for their homes. 

Tropical Short Course Program



8:00 - 8: 30 8:30 – 8:45
8:45 – 9: 45 Director, The
Registration and Light Breakfast Welcome and Introductions
Natives for Your Neighborhood
Speaker George Gann, Executive
Institute for Regional Conservation
Why planting local matters
Since 2005, The Institute for Regional Conservation (IRC) has provided easy-to-use free online resources on more than 600 species of 
native plants recommended for landscaping in southern Florida, and some of the wildlife that utilizes them. Lead author George Gann 
will describe the conservation and ecological restoration underpinnings of this
program, and how it differs from other resources. To maximize success and optimize
recommends designing gardens using native plants within their local native ranges,
other environmental change. These recommendations are based on George’s more
the native plant trade, as an ecological restoration practitioner, and as a global leader in the development of restoration guidance. 2021-
2030 is the United National Decade on Ecosystem Restoration – join IRC and people all over the world by planting native, attracting 
wildlife, and helping to heal the Earth. It can start with just one plant,
9:45 – 10:45 Ocean to Everglades: South Florida Depends on Clean Water Speakers: Eric Eikenberg, 
Chief Executive Officer, The Everglades Foundation
Mac Stone, Conservation Photographer, Board Member of The Everglades
Foundation
The bountiful systems of streams, aquifers, lakes, estuaries, and springs feed the widest river in the world: The “River of Grass” 
– America’s Everglades. Water is the key to understanding the Everglades and the manmade environment that surrounds it. The 
Everglades provides the daily water supply for nearly 9 million Floridians,
and is the foundation of the tourism, real estate, and recreation industries. The survival of the Everglades depends on the quality of its 
water. But restoring the beloved ecosystem will require more than restoring the flow of desperately needed water to the Everglades and 
Florida Bay. Eric Eikenberg will explain how we can restore and protect this beautiful and vital ecosystem right in our backyard. Mac 
Stone will share his story of how he began his career in photography and conservation in the Everglades.
10:45 – 11:15 Break
11:15 – 12:15 Something Old – Something New Speaker Larry Grosser
How Changing Environmental Conditions Have Affected Backyard Farming.
Larry Grosser is a retired Environmental Scientist, 24-year Master Gardener, past president of the Palm Beach Rare Fruit Council and a 
Docent at Mount’s Botanical Garden & Unbelievable Acres Botanical Garden.
Among the topics he will address:
• How recent algae blooms on both coasts have led to local fertilizer restrictions
• How BMP’s (Best Management Practices) can be applied in the home landscape • How warming temperatures have led to changes 
in edible gardening
• Plant pests & diseases that are spreading through Florida
• New varieties of citrus, tropical fruits & vegetables for south Florida
• Changes to irrigation methods including hydroponic gardening
• How tissue culture has changed the way we buy some tropical fruit plants
12:15 – 12:45 Lunch
12:45 – 1:45 Gardening Refresher Tour—Local Native Tree and Shrub Park and
Hydroponic and Aquaponic Garden
1:45 – 2:45 Floral Design “Ikenobo Ikebana: Beauty and Harmony of Flowers“ Demonstrators/
Speakers: Kaoru Vrana, President, South Florida Chapter of Ikenobo Ikebana
Kathy Jones, Vice President, South Florida Chapter of
Ikenobo Ikebana
Ikenobo Ikebana has a long history, with a tradition of more than 550 years. It has continued developing,influencedbyth
ecycleoftheseasonsandchanginglifestyles.Therearethreemain stylesof Ikenobo Ikebana - Rikka, Shoka, and Free Style. 
The traditional forms, developed by the ancient masters had specific rules and guidelines. Over time, the art form has 
undergone an evolution, still respecting the philosophy of the original principles. They will demonstrate how to create 
these various styles of arrangements.

Thursday, January 20





 

 

           Oleander Garden Club 
                        of  the       

    Palm  Beaches, Inc.  
 
 
 
                  Silent Auction & 50/50 Fundraising Elements 

                                     Monday, February 21, 2022 from  4:00 – 7:00  pm     
                   $35.00 per person 
 

Holy Trinity Episcopal  Church 
Parish Hall and Courtyard 

211 Trinity Place, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Located in downtown West Palm Beach off of Flagler Drive just north of Okeechobee Boulevard 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Proceeds  Benefit  Our Work  in the Community 

                                                            Junior Gardener Programs 
                                                      Wekiva Youth Camp (Grades 3-8) 

             Green Schools Recognition Program 
 

                                     For Additional Information Call Pat Welch (561) 271-0709 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..  
     We ask that you RSVP by February 7th.   
     Please  cut  off this portion and mail along with payment to:                   Ruth Clarke 
                                                3434 Amalfi Drive 
                                         West Palm Beach, FL 33417-1035 
     Name               __________________________________________________________ 
     Address   __________________________________________________________ 
     Contact Phone Number _______________        E-Mail  ________________________ 
     Amount Enclosed ________        (Checks payable to Oleander Garden Club of the Palm Beaches) 
     Names of Guests if paying for more than one person:  _______________________________________ 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________            

                  Featured  Performer 
                         Mace  Graham 
Organist and music director at  Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

Featured entertainer at The  Sailfish  Club  & The Beach  Club 
Performed at  Carnegie Hall 

  
 

                 Presents 
         “Sounds of Spring” 

Gourmet Hors d’oeuvres  - Wine  - Outdoor Concert 
CCCCConConcert 
 


