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We are coming up on a new year, 2017, 
and truly wondering where did last year 
go?    When your Director looks over 
the past year and sees what all the clubs 
have been doing, she is very proud of all 
the hard work that has been put into 
the various projects and club meetings, 
as well as our success in just getting to 
know each other.  

September was a very busy month.   
Your Director attended the State 
Board Meeting where we learned about 
multiple items -- most importantly, 
the upcoming 91st Annual FFGC 
Convention, April 26 through April 28, 
2017, to be held at the Embassy Suites 
in Kissimmee – the same location as 
last year’s convention.   FFGC Districts 
are hosting the event this coming year, 
rather than an individual club.     Then a 
“Meeting of the Minds” was held in late 
September to go over the many items 
that the Director brought back from the 
State Board Meeting.     

Hurricane Matthew visited the east 
coast of Florida, and we were blessed 
that neither the storm nor damage was 
as bad as anticipated.  However, several 
of our clubs had to cancel their October 
meetings.  

The District X Fall meeting was well 
attended, and we thank Boca Raton 

Garden Club for hosting this event.  
We welcomed our State Officers 
and enjoyed the “Fun with Flowers” 
program by Emilie Palmieri, our former 
District Director.   Enjoyed going to 
the last session of the Flower Show 
School which was held at the Botanical 
Gardens in Port St. Lucie.  Then traveled 
off to Vero Beach to The Garden Club 
of Indian River County‘s celebration of 
their 25th year for the ornaments that 
they create and sell.  A lovely afternoon 
and what beautiful ornaments have 
been created over the last quarter of a 
century!

It was an honor to be asked by the 
Jensen Beach Garden Club to dedicate 
their Blue Star Marker at the Gateway 
in the Jensen Beach/Rio area.   The 
event was well attended, and it was 
great to see veterans, members of the 
community and dignitaries attending 
the event.    A few days later a Blue 
Star Marker was placed in the South 
Florida National Cemetery in Lake 
Worth.  FFGC Districts Ten, Eleven 
and Twelve, along with the Elks club, 
hosted the unveiling of the marker at 
the cemetery.   That event was also well 
attended.   Barbara May, former NGC 
President and Wellington Garden Club 
member, and Rosita Aristoff, State and 
District Blue Star Marker Chairman, 
and Garden Club of Stuart member, 
worked together to make the event 
happen.  The veterans that were there 
were honored and we feel so blessed to 
have been a part of the event.    

A reminder that January is the month 
to sign up your young people for Camp 
Wekiva.   Also, make your reservations 
for the upcoming convention.  It is 
your Director’s hope that all the clubs 
will be in attendance to celebrate the 
installation of our incoming District X 
Director-Elect, Lynn Jones.

The holiday season is upon us and your 
Director is wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and blessed, healthy New 
Year.
  “Nature’s Beauty Surrounds Us”

Boynton Beach 
GC enjoys Fun 
with Flowers

This year, our second, had members 
from three garden clubs join us, and it 
was also open to the public.  We had 38 
for lunch and making the arrangement, 
and 10 for just lunch and observe.  This 
fundraiser will enable us to support 
two of the charities we are involved in.  
It was so successful that it looks like 
we will have a ‘third annual’.  Keep it in 
mind and please join us next year!



Appreciations from the Garden Club 
of Fort Pierce!  The season of joy 
reminds us to reflect on the wonderful 
opportunities that we have had this 
autumn.

With District X:
*Our members are thankful for the 
learning/friendship-building experi-
ences at the Meeting of the Minds in 
Stuart and the Fall District Meeting in 
Boca Raton.  Kudos to organizers and 
all participants!

At “home” with our Garden Club of 
Fort Pierce family, we look forward to 
every meeting:
*Creative hostess teams do a fabulous 
job each month setting the scene for us.  
With decorations and food- over the 
top- we are all truly thankful.  
*Our program planners have brought 
fascinating presenters:  Laura Perdomo 
on African Violets, Adina Lehrman on 
Permaculture and Jane Thompson on 10 
Plants for Good Health.  The speakers 
continue to bring new perspectives to 
life in our gardens!  
* Learning continues every month with 

excellent Horticulture exhibits from our 
members.  The new challenge of a single 
background color for Design exhibits 
each month has produced amazing 
results!  More and more members are 
sharing their artistic talents and we can 
clearly see how color impacts design.  
Members learn best as they share and 
learn from each other.

With our community,  we are thankful 
for our TEAM effort!  

Garden Club of Fort Pierce volunteers 
at Heathcote Botanical Gardens:  
Diane Orme. Shirley Walker,Dorothy 
McDermott,President Janie Zezeck, Kay 
Hill

*The Indoor/Outdoor MEGA sale 
was a great success because of generous 
contributions of household treasures 
and plants.  Family participation is most 
appreciated.  Proud to see our husbands 
and sons helping!  
*Our junior gardeners are off to a good 
start with two beds in the ground and 
two classes cooperating.
*Mustard Seed Ministries have been the 
recipients of two canned goods drives.
*Heathcote Botanical Gardens has 
been the sparkle in our club’s eye this 
fall.  Members have worked endless 
hours preparing for the Garden of 
Lights (open Nov. and Dec. weekends) 
and decorated both the Heathcote 
House and the Pioneer House.  Our 
members hosted the evening of Nov. 
26, welcoming, watching for safety, and 
assuring merriment as visitors strolled 
through the lighted garden, listening to 
the musicians.  Can garden life get any 
better than this?

Over and over, we are reminded of the 
one thing that makes our club special:  
It’s the members, Blooming Together!  
Much appreciation to all who share the 
love of gardening!

    Pipers Landing Garden Club started 
off with a bang by inaugurating our ONE 
THOUSAND ORCHID project. We 
will be planting 1000 orchids over the 
span of two years in the trees of Pipers 
Landing, our community home. At 
least 20 members of our club arrived at 
specified locations and attached three or 
five orchids to various trees. We started 
early in the morning and worked for four 
hours or more.We used orchid moss, 
sometimes Liquid Nails or fishing line 

or garden twine or garden velcro to keep 
them in place.
   Our Garden Club affiliate, Blooming 
Freedom supplied us with the orchids. 
We attached phalaenopsis, dendrobiums 
and cattleyas.
Several of our members attended a 
FUN WITH FLOWERS  event at 
the Boynton Beach Garden Club. We 
had a nice lunch and followed with 
a demonstration on how to make a 
japanese style flower arrangement. 

Appreciations from the Garden Club of Fort Pierce!

Pipers Landing Garden Club inaugurates its ONE 
THOUSAND ORCHID project



   Our FFGC President Arlene Rand 
is continuing the tradition of the two 
immediate preceding FFGC Presidents 
(Sue Angle & Jan Sillik) with the 
promotion of a “Special Project.”  The 
ongoing purpose of this “Special Project” 
has been to generate funds for a specific 
purpose to benefit FFGC.  
   You may recall that Jan Sillik held 
a Garden Party at Headquarters to 
celebrate the Anniversary of FFGC 
and Sue Angle created a useful book 
of gardening and household tips 
entitled TidBits.  Both of these former 
Presidents designated the profits 
of these endeavors to replenish the 
Building Reserve Account at FFGC 
Headquarters that was depleted in the 
amount of $37,000 for a new roof for 
our state Headquarters Building in 
Winter Park.  That account now stands 
at $25,625 thanks to the participation 
of members throughout the state.
        Current FFGC President Arlene 
Rand has set a goal of approximately 
$12,000 (representing  $1 per each 
FFGC member) for the “Special Project.”  
She has indicated that $7,400 of the 
funds raised will be used to further 
replenish the Building Reserve Account, 
and the balance of approximately $5,000 
will be used for an enhancement of the 
Presidents’ Garden at Headquarters.  
        Each District Director has appointed a 

representative to participate in a pageant 
-type event being planned for the 2017 
FFGC Convention when the funds will 
be collected and totals announced.  Our 
Representative is Assistant District 
Director Lynn Jones.
   Different Districts throughout the 
state are using different methods to 
participate in this “Special Project.”  Some 
are passing a hat to collect donations, 
while others are soliciting Gift Cards 
from local businesses then raffling them 
off. One club is letting members throw a 
pie in someone’s face!As all of our clubs, 
circles and members generously donate 
to so many causes (Wekiva Youth Camp, 
Habitat, Penny Pines, Scholarships, 
SEEK), District X opted to create a 
method through which we would have 
the chance of directly benefitting while 
collecting the requested funds for this 
“Special Project.”  
   At the Fall 2016 District Meeting, 
our District Director Donna Berger 
announced that we would participate 
via a 50/50 for District X members, 
circles and clubs.  This would allow our 
members the chance of some financial 
reward for participation.  The number 
of tickets for the 50/50 is limited to the 
number of District X members – 1,221 
to be precise.  Tickets are $2 each.    
    Half the proceeds will go to the 
“Special Project” of FFGC President 

Arlene Rand described above.  The other 
half of the proceeds will be divided into 
three prizes - $550, $400, and $250.  
    District X will NOT be profiting 
from this 50/50.  Half the money will 
go to FFGC for the “Special Project” 
and the other half will be given as prizes 
to District X members or clubs.  
      The tickets were distributed at the 
2016 Fall District Meeting to each 
District X Club President.  After 
members are given the opportunity to 
purchase their ticket, remaining tickets 
from non-participating members can 
be handled at the discretion of the 
club – either allowing club members to 
purchase additional tickets or the club 
purchasing for the club’s benefit. 
    Tickets can only be sold to members 
or clubs of District X.  Money and 
tickets (with the member name and club 
written on the back of the ticket) are 
due back by March 1st to the District 
X Treasurer (CLRoberts, 1887 NW 
Pine Lake Dr, Stuart, FL  34994).  The 
drawing for the winners will be at our 
2017 Spring District Meeting.  So far, 
two of our clubs have turned in their 
tickets and money – Town & Country 
and Green Thumb.  Thank you both for 
your participation.   
    Please get your Tickets & Money in 
for your chance to win.  Good Luck! 

Buy your $2 ticket to promote FFGC President Arlene 
Rand’s Special Project of raising $12,000

   The Garden Club of Indian River 
County has had a very busy start to this 
club year. All 9 circles got off to a great 
start in September. Then, Hurricane 
Matthew paid us a visit and caused 
great chaos!   Several circles had to 
cancel their meetings in October. This 
threw the entire club behind schedule, 
especially jobs and commitments for 
Gardenfest!
  November 5, we celebrated the 
25th Anniversary of our collectible 

Christmas ornament. It was a beautiful 
affair with every circle making a flower 
arrangement depicting one of the 
ornaments. We were especially pleased 
to have Donna Berger, our District  X  
Chairman attend. We also were able 
to surprise our artist, Arun Wijetilleke 
with a Pillar of Pride pin. All in all, a 
very special day!
    On November 12, we had a plant 
and yard sale. A lot of work, but some 
incredible treasures were found by many. 

Great profit for our many Civic Projects 
in and around Indian River County.
    February 4 & 5 will be Gardenfest in 
Riverside Park. I hope most of you plan 
to attend.  It is a very large garden show 
with over 80 vendors and some of the 
most prolific plants in our region. Say 
hello to our volunteers in their green 
Gardenfest aprons!
    A very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to each and every one  of  
you!

GC of Indian River County celebrates 25 years of ornaments



    St. Lucie West has a new President 
and Executive Board as of May, 2016, 
and we have been busy, busy, busy.  It was 
decided that any member of our garden 
club can attend our board meetings once 
a month.  This, we hope, will involve 
more members and give them an idea 
of how our club functions and the many 
aspects of the happenings in District X 
and FFGC.
     Going back to Earth Day, Oxbow 
Eco Center had a BIG community 
festival in April and we participated in 
an interactive project for children.  We 
had over 125 children 
find pine cones in the 
area, bring them back 
to our table, and then 
had them make baby 
owls.   
        At our November meeting we learned 
how to make MICROWAVE pressed 
flowers (takes 1 minute in microwave).  
After the flowers/foliage were pressed, 
our club members created the most 
beautiful note cards!  We then hand 
delivered the cards (and pens) to each 
of the 71 Assisted Living Residents of 
Harbor Place in 
Port St. Lucie.  
It was a huge 
success
  

 
                      

  

    We also maintain the Bromeliad 
Garden at the Port St. Lucie Botanical 
Gardens (we developed and planted 

it 4 years ago).  The botanical gardens 
now has a once-a-month event called 
“Wacky Weeders” in which community 
volunteers and high school children 
come out and help our club and others 
maintain the gardens.  This is a great help 
to our club and gives us an opportunity 
to get our job done working together 
with the local youth.

Assisted Care Residents received 
their cards

The Oleander Garden Club of the Palm Beaches

will host its second Garden Salad Luncheon and Fundraiser

Saturday, April 1, 2017 - Doors open at 11:15 am

Pine Jog Educational & Environmental Center, West Palm Beach

A Chinese Auction will be outside 

under a covered breeze way

along with a drink table and music

Luncheon Buffet and wonderful desserts served inside at Noon

Featured Speaker: Jay Carter

 Freelance Humorist and Home Grown Horticulturist

“Fairy Garden Faux Pas”

$25 person - Contact Pat Welch@ paw571@aol.com or (561) 271-0709

 We are looking forward to numerous 
activities for 2017.  Among them is our
big fundraiser, the Annual Luncheon 
and Fashion Show on February 23  
with an Aloha theme. Pinder’s Nursery 
will be teaching us how to make a Fairy 
Garden, we will take a trip to Morikami 
Japanese Gardens, and we will have 
a presentation regarding the Coral 
Restoration Project in the Keys.

St. Lucie West learns how to press 
flowers in the microwave and create 
beautiful gifts with them



Wellington Garden Club is in full swing 
for this garden club year.  September 
was a very busy month for us.  WGC 
was honored to receive a Community 
Service Award by the Florida Girls 
Scouts of American and WGC gave 
Girl  Scout Troop 22222 the Wildflower 
Whiz Award for their work done on the 
native plant and butterfly garden at a 
park area in Wellington.  
 

WGC President Kathy Siena and Girl 
Scout Troop 22222

On September 17, volunteers came 
to help clean up our local beaches for 
our 3rd Annual International Coastal 
Cleanup Day.  The volunteers were eager 
to have a nice cookout prepared by our 
environmental education co-chairs, Phil 
and Diane, at the beach after their hard 
work.  

WGC volunteers at Boynton Beach Inlet 
for ICC Beach Cleanup

National Public Lands Day on September 
24 is an important environmental event 
for WGC.  For this 3rd Annual event, 
about 60 volunteers came to help plant 
native Walter’s viburnum shrubs at 
Wellington Preserve as a joint effort 
with the Village of Wellington, the boys 
and girl scouts, the Palm Beach Central 

High students and parents.
 

NPLD 3rd Annual Tree Planting at 
Wellington Preserve

Wellington Garden Club launched 
a new website last October designed 
by John Gonzalez of System Design 
Wizards, that is proving to be user- 
friendly and beneficial to our members.  
There is a lot of information available 
to the members at their fingertips.  
Some members are still learning how 
to “Join” our website because we now 
have individual user id’s and passwords 
which helps with security more than 
having a generic password and no 
user id.  To browse our website, go to:  
http://wellingtongardenclub.org/.

As we try to focus attention on the 
importance of our pollinators, we 
scheduled an Around and About event 
in October at Kevin Easton’s home to 
observe bees in action. Our members 
really enjoyed learning more about 
the complexity of the bees. Kevin is 
the president of Palm Beach County 
Beekeepers Association and has a 
wealth of knowledge about our bees 
and how to help protect them. After his 
demonstration, we sampled some of his 
delicious, sweet organic honey. Yum.

 

Nurturing our youth who are also our 
leaders of tomorrow is very important 
for all of us to do.  We can lead our youth 
to become future gardeners by exposing 
them to youth gardens, community 
gardens, environmental education and 
youth contests that teach them about all 
of these areas.  We are proud of Maya 
Malec, 4th grader who won 1st place 
by National Garden Club, Deep South 
and FFGC for her Recycled Sculpture 
creation.

 

Maya Malec 1st Place winner NGC 
Sculpture Contest

Smokey Bear and the Florida Forest 
Rangers are always welcome to the 
schools for a visit and presentation on 
how to prevent forest fires.  Here is a 
photo of the students giving a high five 
to Smokey. I encourage our District 
X clubs to get their youth involved in 
NGC Youth Contests and Smokey Bear 
Presentations.  It is our responsibility to 
nurture our children and teach them 
about our environment.

Equestrian Trails Elementary School 
Smokey Bear Presentation October 2016.

Wellington Garden Club is in full swing from receiving 
an award to launching a new website 



FFGC Represented at the Second Annual Florida 
Fracking Summit Meeting 

by Diane Rice - District X and Wellington Garden Club Environmental Chairman 

!

Bernadette A. Hamera  as First Vice President of Ft. Meyers - Lee 
County Garden Council, Inc. and treasurer of District IX of the 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs and  Diane Rice as 
Environmental Chairman of both Wellington Garden Club and 
District X met up at the Florida Fracking Summit Meeting held at 
Florida Gulf Coast University Cohen Center on November 2, 2016 
in Ft. Meyers. It was a gathering of like minded people and even if 
you could not make the meeting then you can be with us in spirit by 
downloading and reading the reports listed on 

www.flfrackingsummit.org.   Understanding and action on your part is important because 
there is a real possibility that seismic mapping could begin on 70,000 acres in Big Cypress 
as early as 2017 and should they find  the results promising then fracking could  be the 
next step.    According to Jennifer Heckles and Meredith Barnard of Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida we are not supposed to call it fracking anymore but instead “ well 
stimulation processes”  to make sure matrix acidification is included.  Click for a 3 minute 
utube trailer of  Gasland on fracking / well stimulation.   
! So .... letʼs get this picture right.  According to Noah Kuger- M.S., P.G.  in his report, “ 
Geology of Florida: Challenges and Risks of Unconventional Oil Exploration”   most of 
Florida sits on sand, limestone and dolomite and that this geology is instrumental in 
providing the groundwater that 93% of the Floridians depend for drinking water.   And so if 
you were to open an oil-capped well and put water, 
sand and fracking fluids into the well that uses a 
well stimulation process that breaks up the existing 
limestone ....then you might sink the ground into a 
sink hole ???  Can a company actually create new 
sink holes in their endeavors to extract minerals 
from Florida ???    Well that is what happened in a 
Tampa, FL suburb because of  Mosaic --- the 
worldʼs largest phosphate company as shown in the 
adjacent picture- see  http://www.csmonitor.com/
USA/USA-Update/2014/0721/Sinkhole-in-Florida-In-
Sinkhole-Alley-another-massive-one-swallows-a-street-video .  Let us now visualize not a 
phosphate company but oil companies who want to eventually use fracking / well 
stimulation processes to extract the remainder oil in trapped limestone as explained in 
Alison Kellyʼs report, “ Oil Exploration in Florida “.
!

 L - Bernadette A. Hamera
 & R - Diane Rice 

 ALERT:  MAKE AN IMPACT TO BAN FRACKING / WELL STIMULATION
!       IN FLORIDA  - by responding immediately  to your emails that 
!       start with  FL Fracking  - in the subject area.   For details on
!       why you should care - please read this article.  



   West Palm Beach Garden Club has 
discovered that our members love crafts 
and flower arranging and have had 3 
programs since spring: pressed flower 
crafts led by Shirley and Kay Jackson, 
a line-mass arrangement led by Lynn 
Jones, and  “A Tall Treat Topiary” from 
the Fun with Flowers book by Sandra 
Arlund. All programs are open to the 
public. 
   The club is also placing a creative 
arrangement  each month at the Palm 
Springs Public Library where the club 
meets. 
    Members attended “Festival of Lights” 
at Ann Norton Sculpture Garden in 
December  with a critical eye learned 
at  Fun with Flowers and Flower Show 
School. 
 The club is following Boynton 
Beach Garden Club’s initiative with 
a “Yard of the Month” program as a 
means of appreciation to the  lovely 
neighborhoods of West Palm Beach.  
The colorful ladybug sign, with contact 
information,  also publicizes the club.

Donna Disesa, Jackie Winchester, Michele Myers at Fun with Flowers

West Palm Beach Garden Club loves crafts 
and flower arranging

   The Lake Worth Town & Country 
Garden Club replanted the 1926 
Addison Mizner fountain located at 
the Cultural Plaza in October.  The 
founders of the fountain, the Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, re-
dedicated the fountain in November.
     The Club opened its 2016-2017 
season November 14 with a delicious 
Thanksgiving luncheon and guest 
presenter Vince Petrovsky, owner of 
Heaven & Earth Florist.  The garden 
club always looks forward to Vince’s 
workshops when he shares his creative 
talents with the club members.  This 
year he created a flower “cake” and flower 
“dog” and flower “snowman” that were 
raffled off at the end of the meeting.  
   One new project on the horizon is to 
re-plant the contemplative garden and 
fountain area at First Congregational 
Church where the club holds its monthly 
meetings. 

Lake Worth 
Town & Country 
GC enjoysVince 
Petrovsky’s 
workshop



   The Palm Beach Gardens Garden 
Club recently had a successful plant 
sale at the Annual PBG Holiday Bazaar 
on December 2-3.  Also a raffle was 
held of a mosaic nightstand created by 
Anya Mortiz.  Money raised all went 
to the scholarship fund for horticulture 
students at PBSC/Eissey. 
   A few nights later, the club held its 
annual holiday party at the home of 
Carol Davis, VP.  Guests brought 
appetizers and desserts, and enjoyed the 
chance to socialize and celebrate.
       Meetings of the club are at the 
Lakeside Center in Palm Beach Gardens 
on the first Wednesday of the month at 
7 PM.  Guest speakers discuss topics 
concerning various plants, landscaping, 
and gardening concerns.  Call 561-776-
9408 for more information.

Trudi Yodice, David Chaimowitz, and Carol Davis

Palm Beach Gardens Garden Club has plant sale to raise 
money for horticulture student’s scholarship fund

   The Greenacres Junior Garden Club’s 
members, sponsored by the Oleander 
Garden Club of the Palm Beaches, 
have signed pledges to “BEE A Wildlife 
Action Hero!”  The students read 
together and then signed the following 
pledge: “I understand that “Wildlife” 
includes all plants, fungi and other 
organisms which grow or live wild 
in an area without being introduced 
by humans, and I agree to do my part 
in protecting their environment and 
increasing their habitat so that they can 
thrive and prosper! 
    I will provide food, water, cover, and a 
place for wildlife to raise their  young in 
my gardens – I understand that this can 
be done in even a small container garden 
and it will still make a huge difference! 
I will incorporate sustainable gardening 
practices so that our wildlife will be 
protected, especially our pollinator 

Greenacres Junior Garden club commits to 
garden for wildlife

friends! 
And, I will share the importance of 
these actions with those around me.”
    This is part of the NGC President’s 
Special Project:  Service in Action.  It 
has a NGC Youth Pollinator Garden 
Grant program available to offset the 
costs of planting and maintaining a 
Pollinator Garden.  Part one of the 
students’ pollinator garden plan was 

to plant the herbs-- parsley, fennel, rue 
and dill to provide larvae food for some 
of FL butterfly caterpillars, and they 
will be planting milkweed seeds for the 
Monarchs in containers for the garden 
and to take home and also take to their 
respective schools. Grant money will 
provide for the purchase of FL native 
wildflowers that provide nectar for our 
pollinators.



The Garden Club of Stuart was off 
to a “Rocky Start” this year thanks to 
Matthew.  When the weather man tells 
you on Thursday morning a Cat. 4 is 
heading for Stuart and you are supposed 
to meet on Monday at a new facility you 
CANCEL!  Thank goodness Matthew 
bobbled a little and stayed out to sea.  

We finally got off to a great start in 
November with our new facility in Stuart, 
the Elks Lodge on Kanner Highway.  
What a wonderful organization to be 
affiliated with.  They have gone out of 
their way to make us feel welcome and 
comfortable.  We had an opportunity to 
go on the US Sugar Farm Tour.  A fun 
time was had by all and the best part 
was that it was FREE!   

Our speaker Dan Lavelle, owner of 
PA BBQ Grille and Sublime Soil was 
not able to attend but sent Ernie Lefler 
who did an outstanding job.  An Earth 

Steward Award was presented.  Dan 
and Ernie have minimized their waste 
with the help of a bag of worms to 
create Sublime Soil.  They also utilize 
their glass bottles to create windows 
and pickle dishes.  Congratulations to 
both for helping the environment by 
utilizing their waste.  

The Garden Club of Stuart will be 
celebrating its 80th Anniversary this 
coming year.  Plans are under way for 
the celebration.

Instead of each Circle creating baskets 
each month, a 50/50 has been launched 
with great success.  Our Circles 
still are assigned a month to supply 
the refreshments for the meetings.  
In addition, we now have a Mini-
Horticulture report of 10 minutes 
presented by each Circle and the 
Members at Large.

Garden Club of Stuart enjoys 
new facility at Elks Lodge

The St. Lucie West Garden Club 
participates in a number of FFGC 
projects.
 
Our ladies regularly volunteer at the 
Botanical Gardens, both in the office 
and out in the Bromeliad Garden, which 
is our permanent responsibility.   We 
also take a Table at the Annual Botanica 
Festival and make a contribution to the 
Gardens at the end of the year.
 
We are active in supporting The Wekiva 
Youth Camp and send at least three 
young people there each year.   Pam 
Allen has been the Coordinator and 
volunteer for Camp Wekiva for our club 
for the past four years.
 

Our devotion to Save the Chimps 
continues to grow, as we save our paper 
rollers, plastic water jars and other 
goodies for this wonderful community 
of 300 Chimps.   One of our club 
members, Angela Gardella, organized 
an evening at the PGA for a Paddle 
Raffle and it was well supported by our 
members.
 
Although our creation of a Butterfly 
Garden at the Oxbow Eco Center is 
now being run by other volunteers, we 
visit and send a contribution every year.   
The garden is flourishing, and we visit 
regularly.
 
Of course, our major fundraising event, 

a Luncheon & Fashion Show, provides 
the funds we send to our five major 
charities, including the Indian River 
State College (for worthy students 
working towards Agricultural Degrees).   
This was our finest turnout, with 160-
170 guests attending....including Donna 
Berger, our District X Director.
 
The SLW Garden Club is truly thriving 
and ready to expand its efforts next year.   
We are hoping to join with Rio Lindo 
in establishing a Blue Star Memorial 
Marker in SLW.   Each of our monthly 
meetings presents a speaker who can 
add to the knowledge of conservation 
and Florida gardening and, of course, 
we pass the bucket every month for 
Penny Pines!  

On Saturday, November 19, members 
of the Wellington Garden Club planted 
native shrubs, trees, and sod at a Habitat 
home being built at 912 7th Street,  
West Palm Beach.  Pictured are Linda 
DeSanti (standing) and Deb Russell 
helping kids of the new owner-to-be 
plant a Bahama Strongbark tree in their 
new backyard.  Garden Club members 
lend a hand several times a year to 
Habitat for Humanity.

Wellington Garden 
Club contributes  
to Habitat for 
Humanity

St. Lucie West Garden Club organizes an evening at the 
PGA to save the Chimps



     The first two months of our 
2016/2017 season has been very busy.
The October meeting started with the 
“Penny Pines” award given to Dotting 
Brinkman for her leadership on the 
gardening committee.  Speaker Jan 
McPhillips told us how to have “orchids 
in our landscape.”  
   November, we carpooled to Mounts 
Botanical Gardens in West Palm Beach.  
While there, we learned about Hibiscus 
plants from John Webster of the 
American Hibiscus Society and took a 
guided tour of the gardens.
    The real star in our crown, however, 
was the dedication ceremony of the 
Blue Star Memorial By-way Marker.  
The marker was placed on the historic 
arch straddling Dixie Highway between 
Jensen Beach and Stuart.  Chairpersons, 
Brenda Hefty and Carol Moschetti 
worked tirelessly to make the Veteran’s 
Day event the success that it was.  A 
capacity crowd heard Commissioner 

Doug Smith, President Gail Rounds, 
Jack Fleming of the Amvets, Julie Preast 
of the Rio Civic Club, and  Donna 
Berger, Director District X, Florida 
Federation of Garden Clubs speak on 
the importance of the day and of the 
dedication. 
   December, brings us to our annual 
Holiday Luncheon at the Dolphin Bar 
& Grill.  This year we will have two 
very special guests, District X Director, 
Donna Berger and Director of the 

Tropical Short Course will be held 
January 25 and 26, 2017 at Mounts 
Botanical Garden.  The price remains 
at $60 for both days for garden club 
members.

We are exploring the use of native plants 
at this year’s event.  The first day starts 
with a talk on Reconciliation Ecology, 
which explains why it’s so important to 
use native plants in your yard; then we 
will segue into HOW to do this with 
“Landscaping Naturally, with Florida’s 
Native Plants”.  Susan Lerner of the 
Florida Native Plant Society will show 
us a “typically exotic” Florida yard (a 
tree and a row of bushes in front of the 
house) and how it can be turned into 
an eye-appealing landscape with the 

Environmental Studies Center, Marilyn 
Gavitt.  Marilyn will speak about the 
Center and tell us how the monies that 
we contribute to their summer camp 
for kids program is spent. 
    The second Sunday in December 
will find us participating in the Jensen 
Beach Country Club’s 3rd annual 
Christmas Parade.  JoAnn Pound will 
hand out candy canes from the back of a 
decorated convertible, dressed in her elf 
suit.  Volunteers will pass out the IFAS 
receipe for bio-safe plant spray and 
a flyer announcing the club’s Annual 
Plant Sale. 
   We hit our all time high of 104 
members in October.  Several new 
members have joined us as a result of 
our website.  2017 looks like we will 
continue to be a busy, busy group.
   Our best wishes to all for a happy, 
healthy Holiday season and the best 
new year ever.

necessary diversity to support our native 
bees, birds, and butterflies.  

The focus on native flora and fauna 
continues with a talk on living shorelines, 
then the value of the flying jewels we call 
dragonflies.  Even our floral designers 
get into the act, with Suzy Valentine 
showing us how to incorporate native 
plants into designs for home or flower 
shows.  The team of Susan Hillson and 
Christine Biscoglio will end the second 
day with “Quick ’n’ Easy- Fun to do 
Floral Arrangements for Your Home”, 
which promises to be interesting for 
beginners and pros alike!  

The Living Shorelines presentation is 
very exciting due to the use of natural 

elements, instead of man-made, to 
protect Intracoastal shorelines against 
erosion and storm surge, while creating 
habitat for aquatic and terrestrial 
species.  These projects are bringing the 
vital seagrass back to these waterways, 
creating habitat for manatee and small 
fish.  They also protect the mangrove 
areas from boat wakes, thereby 
protecting these important nursery 
areas.  It also shows people the good 
ways their tax dollars are being spent!

The Tropical Short Course will include 
docent-led tours of Mounts Botanical 
Garden, vendors with unique items, 
and raffles.  This promises to be a fun 
event with information that you can 
take home and use.

Now is the time to sign up for Tropical Short Course

Jensen Beach Garden Club dedicates Blue Star 
Memorial By-way Marker 

At ease, Emma Harland, Army Reserve



	  

FLAMINGO	  GARDENS	  

BOTANICAL	  GARDENS	  &	  WILDLIFE	  SANCTUARY	  

Tuesday,	  February	  7,	  2017	  

	  

The	   Boynton	   Beach	   Garden	   Club	   invites	   you	   to	   join	   us	   on	   our	   trip	   to	   Flamingo	   Gardens	   in	   Davie.	   Don’t	   let	   the	   name	  
‘Flamingo	  Gardens’	  fool	  you.	  	  It’s	  much	  more	  than	  just	  a	  collection	  of	  those	  elegant,	  long-‐necked	  pretty	  pink	  birds.	  	  In	  
fact,	  the	  flamingos	  are	  almost	  an	  aside	  in	  this	  tropical	  paradise	  and	  wildlife	  sanctuary.	  

Founded	   in	   1927,	   the	   60-‐acre	   wildlife	   sanctuary	   is	   one	   of	   the	   oldest	   botanical	   gardens	   in	   South	   Florida.	   	   Originally	  
founded	  by	  Floyd	  and	  Jane	  Wray	  as	  an	  orange	  grove,	  the	  nonprofit	  botanical	  gardens	  is	  home	  to	  18	  ‘champion’	  trees.	  
There	  are	  more	   than	  3,000	  tropical	  and	  subtropical	  plants	  and	  trees	  and	  a	   large	  collection	  of	  Florida	  native	  wildlife	   –	  
alligators,	  panthers,	  peacocks,	  eagles,	  otters,	  and,	  of	  course,	  lots	  of	  flamingos.	  	  Specialized	  botanical	  gardens	  include	  a	  
Butterfly	  and	  Hummingbird	  Garden,	  Croton	  Garden	  and	  Bromeliad	  Garden	  that	  dot	  the	  main	  Arboretum.	  

We	  will	  leave	  at	  8:30	  a.m.,	  meeting	  at	  the	  mall	  off	  Congress	  between	  Old	  Boynton	  and	  Boynton	  Beach	  Blvd.	  where	  the	  
Carolina	  Ale	  House	  is	   located.	  	  Please	  park	  away	  from	  all	  the	  stores,	  closer	  to	  the	  old	  Sports	  Authority.	   	  We	  will	  arrive	  
around	  9:30,	  do	  a	  garden	  tour,	  a	  tour	  of	  the	  Wray	  House,	  and	  visit	  the	  animals.	  	  After	  lunch	  we	  will	  have	  a	  narrated	  tour	  
by	  tram,	  see	  the	  Wildlife	  Encounter	  Show,	  Aviary	  &	  Birds	  of	  Prey	  or	  wander	  around	  after	  the	  tram	  ride.	  We	  will	  depart	  at	  
3:00,	  getting	  us	  back	  at	  4:00.	  

The	  cost	  for	  this	  trip	  is	  $50.00,	  which	  includes	  everything	  –	  bus,	  admission,	  lunch	  and	  tips.	  	  You	  have	  a	  choice	  for	  lunch	  
which	  also	  includes	  chips,	  a	  cookie	  and	  beverage:	  

Turkey	  &	  Provolone	  Sandwich	  

Ham	  &	  Provolone	  Sandwich	  

Roast	  Beef	  and	  Provolone	  Sandwich	  

Fresh	  Garden	  Salad	  

To	   sign	   up	   for	   this	   trip,	   please	   contact	   Mary	   Scheitler	   at	   561-‐491-‐8033	   or	   scheitlerm@bellsouth.net.	   	   The	   deadline	   is	  
February	   2.	   	   When	   signing	   up,	   give	   her	   your	   choice	   for	   lunch.	   	   Those	   who	   need	   to	   mail	   your	   check,	   send	   it	   to:	   Mary	  
Scheitler,	  81	  Cedar	  Circle,	  Boynton	  Beach,	  FL	  	  33436.	  


