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  “Hello” from your new incoming 
District Director, Michelle Maguire 
from the Pipers Landing Garden Club. 
I am the founder of this club which was 
federated in September of 2013.
   I will become District X Director 
in April. The theme for my term 
will be “BEAUTIFY YOUR SUR-

ROUNDINGS”. I chose this theme 
because I love to redo landscaped areas 
when they need to be overhauled. I am 
the landscape chairman in my HOA.
   With that in mind I am going to 
sponsor an award just for District X 
Clubs. It will be a beautification award. 
The term will be from April 2021 
to 2022 for the first award and then 
annually until I become too old or too 
senile- whichever comes first. 
    There will be a form on the District X 
website by May 1st for any of you that 
wish to get involved.  The award is for 
$100. The area to be beautified cannot 
be a personal residence and must be 

of significant size so that it is apparent 
from the street. 
   I am still working on the details, but 
I want everyone to start thinking about 
what they can do. There is a line item 
in our proposed District X budget for 
clubs to receive $25 for a gardening 
project. This could be used toward this 
award. Plant America With Trees has 
grant money that could also be used for 
this award. You could probably find an 
FFGC award that could be tied to this 
project. A before and after picture of the 
area to be relandscaped is a must.
START YOUR ENGINES AND 
GET GOING.

    During the past year, WPBGC has 
kept up with members via emails, 
photos, phone calls, texts, as well as 
sharing produce and outdoor visits. 
Only one of our members caught Covid, 
but has thankfully recovered, and we 
lost two beloved members from non-
Covid deaths: Sue Jackson and Marge 
Putt, former President of WPBGC.
   All meetings have been via Zoom, 
where we enjoy a lively social hour 
followed by a program. We have been 
entranced by virtual tours lead by 
Carol Carnevale, Programs Chairman, 
of several of our member’s yards and 
gardens which are outstanding, as well 
as the outstanding yards and gardens 
of friends, in particular, Tom Hewitt, 
Palm Beach County “Celebrity Garden 
Personality.”
  WPBGC produced a special 
yearbook for 2020-21 celebrating our 
members  and their gardening and 
design achievements in the past year 

created to acknowledge how activities 
in the garden turn us into “Garden Club 
Warriors for Resilience” by building 
our “Antioxidant Armor” - something 
that medical research acknowledges. 
This special yearbook was produced by 
Shirley Jackson, with assistance by Uma 
Bhatti and Jim Jackson, 2nd generation 
WPBGC spouse.
   Although we are not meeting at the 
Palm Springs Public Library at the 
moment, we have enjoyed a cordial and 
welcoming relationship with them over 
the past seven years and have continued 
to provide them with monthly flower 
arrangements during the past year.
   Our Blue Star Marker, placed in 
Prospect Park in West Palm Beach on 
US 1 in 1966,  restored in 2016, damaged 
in 2019, and repaired in 2020, is ready 
for landscaping under the guidance  of  
two of our club’s Master Gardeners, 
Uma Bhatti and Carol Carnevale. 
    WPBGC is 90 + years and strong!

while waiting out the pandemic.  Over 
60 colored photos marking these 
achievements are collaged throughout the 
yearbook. A special graphic (above) was  

West Palm Beach GC creates special pandemic yearbook
by Margaret Lynn Jones



Oleander Garden Club of the Palm Beaches is a 
small but busy club
by Bev Lichtenstein, President
   The Oleander Garden Club of the 
Palm Beaches  numbers 23 active mem-
bers and three associate members.  We 
are a small, active group dedicated to 
serving the community and  children of 
Greenacres.  Our meetings take place at 
an outdoor pavilion at the Greenacres 
Community Center. We did not miss a 
beat due to the virus!
      The Junior Gardeners,  the “jewel” 
of our club,  were not so fortunate. 
They were  served “virtually” during 
the summer with worksheets for their 
folders and a curbside pickup of butterfly 
plants for hands-on observation of the 
process for producing a butterfly.  
   As of January 8, 2021,  the children 
meet every Friday at the City of 
Greenacres Community and Recreation 
Services Center with one-half indoors 
and the other half outdoors in the 
garden.  The teams switch at half time, 
so all get to enjoy the interesting and 
environmentally sensitive activities. 
   The focus for the spring is on 
pollinators.  After the lettuce, green 
beans and tomatoes were planted, 
Juniors planted six kinds of sunflowers 
and are looking forward to providing 
beauty and food for wildlife. 
          Ten native trees were planted at 
the Greenacres site, our Native Tree 
Garden, with the help of the children 

who have taken ownership of a tree 
with the purpose of observing and  
recording changes in their tree’s growth 
and appearance. 
   Mini desktop containers planted with 
succulents by the Juniors were given to 
Greenacres municipal employees during 
June’s National Garden Week  along 
with the dedication of two live oaks in 
Freedom Park.
  

Curbside pickup of butterfly plants by Jr. 
Garden club families

Our members enjoyed a pot-luck 
luncheon at the pavilion in December, 
welcoming the holidays and enjoying 
each other’s company.
   In January Dr. Ken Pernezny  retired 
professor from the University of Florida, 

spoke at length about COMMON 
PLANT DISEASES AND 
CURES, fielding many questions 
about the weed population in St. 
Augustine grass in the immediate 
area.
   On January 15, Florida’s Arbor 
Day, the Jr. Gardeners and club 
members met in the Native Tree 
Garden to  dedicate a tree to each 
of three members who passed on 
during the year.  A plaque was 

installed at the base of each tree and a 
club member read a eulogy honoring 
their friend.  Each child recited a piece 
explaining the value of native trees in 
the landscape.  A Plant America with 
Native Trees proclamation, written by 
an OGC member and presented to the 
club by the mayor of Greenacres, was 
read along with a poem celebrating the 
value of native trees. 
   The Executive Committee hosted the 
February meeting focusing on changes 
and additions to our by-laws, clarifying 
the duties of officers and committee 
chairs to encourage members to accept 
a  position of responsibility in the new 
club year.  Developing a new website is 
in the works.
    In March, PLASTICS POLLU-
TION UPDATE AND USE OF 
SINGLE-USE PLASTICS by Drew 
Martin, the Conservation Chair of 
Sierra Club- Loxahatchee Group, will 
encourage members to be aware of the 
impact of plastics on the environment 
and what we, as stewards of the earth, 
can do to effect change in their use.
     April finds us learning how to meet the 
CHALLENGES OF GARDENING 
IN SMALL SPACES by Dr. Kimberly 
Moore, a faculty member at the 
University of Florida and favorite 
instructor at the NGC Gardening 
School Courses.
  This spring members will also 
participate in an  AROUND AND 
ABOUT at Rosemary Square to check 
out THE GARDEN SHOPPE and 
lunch at the Cheesecake Factory.                                                                                      
     We have one candidate for 
Wekiva camp and a possibility for a 
second. Our club presented a Green 
School financial award to the Royal 
Palm School in Lake Worth for 
an “Outstanding School Garden.                                                                                                                                          
    We are a busy group!



St. Lucie West Garden Club working with Cub 
Scouts on sustainable garden
We have been very active despite 
Covid.  A few of our members met 
for a Holiday Luncheon at an outdoor 
restaurant in December.  We didn’t 
meet in January, but we had an 
outstanding meeting in February with 
a speaker from Got Sprouts who spoke 
eloquently about the importance of 
sprouting for heath. 

Our big project this spring is a 
collaboration with a local Cub Scout 
Troop. In February, we presented 

Colder weather in South Florida has 
not hindered the Garden Club of 
Fort Pierce in maintaining activities, 
conducting business, and giving back 
to our community. There have been in-
person meetings, Zoom board meetings, 
work in the community garden, and 
even an upcoming event this March. All 
of these activities have the Club keeping 
busy and warm.

The January meeting of GCFP was 
conducted by President Liz Cohen, with 
the hospitality of Heathcote Botanical 
Garden. Guest Speaker Kate Rotindo 
from the St. Lucie County Extension 
Office demonstrated easy techniques 
for creating a portable vegetable 
garden. New and potential members 
were introduced. Reports on the club’s 
grant efforts, details on the inspiration 
garden, and information on our efforts 
in the Garden of Lights were enough 
to make us all proud to be members.  
Horticulture and Design exhibits were 
handsome and creative. It was a  day 
of garden enthusiasm in spite of chilly 
weather.

Under the leadership of Sonja Jemison 
and Vivian Kobe, a small team of 
members has been nurturing, harvesting 
and sharing fresh vegetables. The garden 
is part of Heathcote Botanical Gardens 
and their community garden section 
in Fort Pierce. The produce is shared 
with those in need at the Mustard 
Seed, an outreach organization working 
cooperatively to provide assistance 
for individuals and families that are 
struggling. It is an honor to contribute 
to that organization. 

We will also be hosting “Fabulous 
Flamingos With Blooms” on Saturday, 
March 20, 2021, from noon to 4 PM. 
The flamingos were created by artists 
from the Fort Pierce Art Club and other 
known artists along the Treasure Coast. 
The event will include the auction of 
the artistic flamingos, the sale of plants, 
raffle prizes, and floral decor. The 
proceeds from the sale of the plants, 
raffles, and floral designs will support 
scholarships and community projects 
by our 70 year old Garden Club. The 
proceeds from the Flamingos will go to 

the Fort Pierce Art Club art scholarship 
fund which will be given out in April to 
local students, from junior high students 
to adults. Bidding for the flamingos will 
be available online starting two weeks 
before the March 20 event. Go to www.
fortpierceartclub.org to see photos of 
the flamingos and get more details. Go 
get your flamingo today!

GC of Fort Pierce shares garden produce with needy
by Abby James

a program on sustainable vegetable 
gardening and in March, we will be 
helping the children plant the prop-
agated seedlings in a “Victory Garden” 
plot at the Port Saint Lucie Civic 
Center that we have donated to the 
Troop.  This has been rewarding for us 
and the children were very receptive. 

We will have our elections next week 
but the entire Board has offered to stay 
on an additional year because 2020 
was such a chaotic time with so many 

of our programs cancelled because of 
Covid.  

We were not able to hold our annual 
Fashion Show fundraiser, but this 
month we will be holding a clothing 
auction where all members will be 
donating 5 items to be auctioned 
off within the club.  Any items not 
purchased will be donated to a local 
women’s shelter.  

by Georgina Tonner



    It was a clear, 
perfect, sunny day 
on Wednesday, 
January 6, to visit 
the beautiful 
gardens managed 
by Wellington 
Garden Club 
v o l u n t e e r s .  
Kathy Siena, 
Former President 
2015-2017 of 
WGC, arranged and led visits to the 
Community Garden at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Wellington, the Butterfly 
Garden on Greenbriar Blvd. and the 

Butterfly Garden at the Wellington 
Environmental Preserve.  
  About 20-25 friends and members 
joined the tour which began at the 

C o m m u n i t y 
Garden.  John 
Siena, member 
and chairman, 
led the group 
on a pleasant 
and interesting 
talk as they 
strolled through 
the various 
vegetable beds 
and butterfly 

garden 
  Our team volunteer, Lisa Ferrano, 
led the group on a nice stroll through 
the beautiful butterfly garden. The 
tour attendees also had the pleasure of 
meeting and hearing from the Boys and 
Girls Club Director, Kenda Peterson.  
At the end of the tour, Kathy Siena, Co-
Chairman of the Community Garden, 
had a surprise goody bag of fresh, baby 
heirloom tomatoes for each participant.  
   The group continued their caravan 
to the butterfly garden located on 
Greenbriar Blvd. next to the dog park.  
Each person strolled along the freshly 
mulched pathway while Lisa Ferrano, 
co-liaison with Kathy Siena, led a tour 
explaining what each plant was and 
gave a taste of the fruits on one of the 

plants.      
    For many years, the Girl Scouts grew 
and took care of the garden. They will be 
passing the torch on to the Boy Scouts 
to manage.  It is a beautiful native plant 
garden currently maintained by WGC 
volunteers.  As an extra bonus, the group 
walked through the native trees garden 
located next to the Butterfly Garden 

along the freshly mulched pathway as 
they tried to identify each tree.  WGC 
member Stormi Bivin was a helpful 
guide informing the group about the 
origins of the tree garden which is 
managed by the Village of Wellington.  
   Finally, the group drove over to the 
Butterfly Garden at the Wellington 
Environmental Preserve on Flying 
Cow Road to view the beautiful plants 
and trees at the garden.  Kate Kouba, 
chairman of the garden, shared some 
great information about the garden 
beginnings and its various stages as it 
grew.  
  I think the visitors were happily 
surprised to see the efforts and work 
put into each of the gardens by their 
own volunteers.  National Garden 
Clubs “Plant America” initiative is a 
strong part of Wellington Garden Clubs 
activities and planting.  

A perfect day to visit three gardens in Wellington
by Kathleen T. Siena

Touring avid gardeners enjoy their walk through 3 gardens.



District X Plant  America with 
Trees Grant Program
by Barbara Hadsell

Purpose: To support NGC President’s Project – Plant America (with native) 
Trees – locally by assisting with funding for FFGC District X clubs to plant native 
trees in their communities Application is available at DistrictX.org under Forms. 
Submit to barbarahadsell@cs.com districtx.org/PDF files/2020 tree planting 
grant application.pdf

Total Funding Available: $1300 approx.

Specifications & Procedures:
1. FFGC District X Club must be in good standing with member dues paid before 
Application.

2. Application signed by FFGC District X Club President submitted to designated 
person, who will verify with District X Treasurer that dues have been paid. 

3. One Application per FFGC District X Club.

4. Maximum available funding of $100 per application until funds exhausted.

5. Funding is based on a dollar-to-dollar match. (i.e., If a club expends $200 cash, 
they would with funding available receive the maximum $100 grant award. A club’s 
expenditures of $300 would qualify for $100. And, Club expenditures of $160 
would be entitled to $80.)

6. Tree(s) must be verified as a Florida native appropriate for the planting 
location.

7. Tree(s) must be planted on public or government property in District X with 
letter of permission.

8. Picture of planted tree(s) must be submitted with Application.

9. Qualifying expenditures ( verified by District X PAT chairman) cannot be made 
to a club member or relative of a club member.

10. Qualifying expenditures are valid for this project only and can be pro-rated.

11. Copies of receipt(s) must be submitted with Application.

12. Upon completeness review and any verification of information by designated 
person to receive Applications, documentation will be sent to District Director for 
final approval.

13. District Director will notify District Treasurer of Club Name, Address and 
Payment Amount.

14. Designated person will report at the Fall 2021 and Spring 2021 District 
Meetings on details of trees planted through this program.

     District X’s Plant America with 
(native)Trees Committee’s Gardening 
Consultants, at the request of the Ocean 
Ridge Garden Club, has created a generic 
proclamation to be used in conjunction 
with cities and municipalities, to declare 
support for the NGC initiative. 
  This proclamation can be used in 
conjunction with various tree planting 
events such as Arbor Day or Earth Day.  
It can be found on our FFGC website 
on the Home Page.  Scroll down to the 
list of documents/files available and you 
will find it listed alphabetically under 
Plant America Proclamation certificate.

Plant America 
with Trees generic 
proclamation



Plant America with Trees 
 City Proclamation

Whereas, the Earth’s Biosphere is an interconnected living web of life of which 
humans are part;   

Whereas, the Earth’s Biosphere is experiencing an increase of global temperatures, 
unprecedented levels of habitat destruction, loss of biodiversity, extinction of species, 
and rising of and lengthening of heat waves;

Whereas, the Earth, our home, is experiencing increases of extreme weather, glacial 
retreat, loss of sea ice, and increasing sea levels;

Whereas, the Earth’s Biosphere is made up of many smaller living webs of life called 
habitats;

Whereas, native trees represent the very foundation of most land-based habitats and 
represent the very lungs of these habitats, restoring life webs, wildlife, watersheds, 
and living soil;

Whereas, native trees incorporated into the landscape of our yards and communities 
helps increase the amount of habitat available to our native wildlife displaced 
by human development and necessary for supporting complex life webs and helps 
decrease the amount of resources, such as water and chemicals, used in our public 
lands and in our yards;

Whereas, native trees stabilize erosion, improve the soil in a way non-natives do 
not, improve air quality, reduce ozone, cool cities, decrease pollution, prevent runoff, 
improve human health and living conditions, conserve water, improve local climates, 
and produce oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide; 
Now let it therefore be resolved, ________________________________of the City/
Town of__________________________________ provides recommendations to local 
governments, developers and residents regarding landscaping to promote wise 
restoration and stewardship of local habitats, including the promotion of planting 
native trees as well as the maintenance of their habitats in urban and suburban 
settings, dated _________________.



Registration Form - 2021 FFGC District X Spring Meeting 

MAGICAL WORLD OF GESNERIADS 
ZOOM MEETING 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 

Mee#ng invita#on and Zoom Instruc#ons will be sent prior to mee#ng via email. 

Mee:ng Start Time is 9:00 AM 

HOSTED BY: The Garden Club of Fort Pierce 

REGISTRATION FORM – Please Print 
Interac:ve form available at FFGC.org or districtx.org.  Print and mail or email to registrar.  One Form per Person 

Name_________________________________________Club/Circle______________________________ 

Street Address__________________________________Telephone  (_____) ______________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________E-Mail__________________________________ 

Please Check all that Apply to you:  

(   ) District X Member  (   ) Alternate Delegate (Per Club President) (   ) National Officer 
(   ) District X Chairman (   ) Club President   (   ) Former National Officer 
(   ) District X Officer  (   ) Circle President   (   ) Guest 
(   ) District X Director  (   ) FFGC State Chairman    
(   ) Former District X Director (   ) FFGC State Officer    
(   ) Delegate (Per Club President) (   ) FFGC Former President   

Permitted Equipment (check one):  (   )Desktop or Laptop computer,  (   )Tablet or iPad Operating system*: 
(check one)  (   )Microsoft Windows,  (   )Apple MacOS,  (   )Apple iOS on iPad,  (   )Android on Tablet.   
Smartphones not permitted unless it’s for “Hotspot” connectivity, Zoom 5.0.  
*Meets Zoom.com System Requirements. 

This event is Free – No Payment Required. Registra#on Deadline April 18, 2021 
MAIL OR EMAIL FORM TO REGISTRAR: Vivian Kobe, Registrar 

18705 Tranquility Base Lane 
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34987  
(Viviankobe41@gmail.com)


