
BLOOMING TALES
from Terrific Ten 

Direct from the Director Donna Berger

April, 2017

These past few months have been busy 
for all the clubs.   Great news is that we 
want to welcome our new club “Hamlet 
Garden Club to District 
X.  Ed Whalen is the 
elected President, and it 
is a pleasure to have them 
with us.   District X now 
has seventeen clubs.   

 The club’s newsletters 
have been filled with 
activities of all the 
different things that they 
are doing.    Celebrations 
of Arbor Day, Plant Sales, 
Flower Shows were just a 
few of things that have 
been going on during these 
last three months.   Tropical 
Short Course hosted by 
Nancy Richards and Barbara Hadsell 
was very successful.  The speakers were 
very informative and the vendors had a 
variety of plants and items to purchase.  
Thank you, Nancy, and Barbara for a 
successful TSC.   

The St. Lucie West Garden Club held a 
Hawaiian Luncheon and Fashion Show 
in February and this Director enjoyed 

being invited to attend.   The event was 
delightful.   

On Sunday March 19, your Director 
attended the Dedication of the Blue 
Star and Gold Star Families Memorial 
By-Way Markers Garden which was 
hosted by members of the Oleander 

Garden Club of the Palm Beaches and 
West Palm Beach Elks Lodge No. 1352.  
They had a parade, honored veterans 
and this director unveiled the markers.    
On April 1, the Rio Lindo Garden Club 
will be hosting one in Port St Lucie 
which your Director attended.   What a 
privilege to be a part of these events.
The FFGC Convention is fast 

approaching and District X Director 
is looking forward to hosting a cocktail 
party for all from District X.   Would 
love to see at least one person from each 
of our seventeen clubs attending.  

Jupiter/Tequesta Garden Club is 
hosting the upcoming Spring District X 

Meeting to be held on 
May 3, 2017, at Abacoa 
Country Club.  They 
have been preparing 
for this event for some 
time, and we hope 
that you all will attend 
to welcome your new 
District Director 
-Elect, Lynn Jones. 

 We also are looking 
forward to the 50/50 
fundraiser.  Our 
thanks for all of you 
getting your funds to 

our Treasurer.

In closing, it has been a 
pleasure to have served as your Director 
for these past two years.  Thanks to our 
District X officers, current and former 
club presidents and chairmen of District 
X for your cooperation and willingness 
to help make our District X the Terrific 
X.   Bless you all.

“Nature’s Beauty Surrounds Us”

Mayor Greg Oravec, City of Port St. Lucie
  Donna Berger, FFGC District X Director
  Jeanne-Marie Parkes, Bd. of Directors, National Garden Clubs, Inc.
  Ron Finks, City of PSL Parks & Recreation



FFGC  encourages high school students to talk 
about fracking at the 2017 South Florida Fair
      Save the date, save the Earth 
......no this time save the State 
of Florida from fracking/well 
stimulation processes.   That was 
the message that these high school 
students relay as people passed by 
their booth.
 Fracking is short for 
hydraulic fracturing....and in other 
states it is done under high pressure 
where you have granite type rock.  
But in Florida where limestone is 
the norm for underground rock, 
acid etching which is a low pressure 
well stimulation process is all that 
is needed to dissolve the limestone and 
retrieve trapped oil.   
     An estimated 4.4 million gallons of 
water are needed to  drill and frack / 
well stimulate one well according to an 
article in https://stateimpact.npr.org/
pennsylvania/2013/03/12/how-much-
water-it-takes-to-frack-a-well/.   And 
because these fluids are so toxic and the 

 Why do high school students 
feel it is so important to get this 
message out this year? Could it be oil 

  The president of Pipers Landing 
Garden Club had the opportunity to go 
to The International Flower and Garden 
Show at Epcot in March. We went to 
Butterfly World on March 20 and a very 
proficient docent gave us a tour. There 
were so many passaflora vines for the 
butterflies to choose and delight us.
We continue our 1000 orchid project 
with 350 planted so far in the trees. 
We expect to plant the last 150 by the 
end of April. We are onto The Society 
of Four Arts on April 10. As always we 
keep busy.

President of Pipers Landing GC visits 
International Flower and Garden Show

permits are now merely 
unregulated fracking 
/ well stimulation  
permits  since according 
to Conservancy.
org at https://www.
conservancy.org/our-
work/policy/oil, current 
oil and gas laws allow 
hydraulic fracturing, 
acidizing and  other 
chemical treatment in an 
essentially unregulated 
manner with a permit.   
Could it be that 70,000 

acres of Big Cypress Preserve could 
be in for a fracking / well stimulation 
process since the National Park Service 
approved  seismic mapping in this area 
as illustrated on their web site: https://
parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.

water with the fracking fluids can never 
be cleaned up for safe drinking, there is 
an additional problem of what to do 
with the millions of gallons of fracking 
water created.



   Wellington Garden Club is happy to 
say that this past club year was a great 
and eventful one.  There were lots of 
interesting and educational Around 
and About events, a new Community 
Garden joint effort was established, and 
the membership reached almost 150. 
   We had amazing general members’ 
meeting speakers and garden art and 
floral design classes. We created a Board 
of Directors and changed our Articles 
of Association; we changed the meeting 
structure and times, and we moved 
our meeting location to a newly built 
Wellington Community Center. 
   We had our biggest fundraiser of the 
year called Plants Galore and More 

Palm Beach Gardens GC gives 
scholarship to horticultural students
   Palm Beach Gardens Garden Club met in April to create 40 
miniature  centerpieces for Meals on Wheels.  They were given to 
shut-ins in the West Palm Beach area to brighten up their spring 
holidays.   
     The club also participated in an Arbor Day event by manning a 
table at the Palm Beach Gardens Green Market in April.  
   At the June meeting they will be giving out scholarships to 
deserving horticulture students from Palm Beach State College.

Around & About Event at Pamela’s Petals Flamingo 
Park Historic District

Smokey Bear and the Florida Forest Rangers greet the 
children at Equestrian Trails Elementary School

which kicked off with a big plant 
sale event on Sunday, March 12.  We 
reached out to our youth through 
the community garden, 
youth contests, college 
scholarships, Camp Wekiva 
and SEEK camperships, 
junior and youth gardens.  
   Our volunteers and leaders 
went above and beyond and 
helped meet our Mission 
Statement.
  Here is a collection of 
photos showing some of our 
special events and activities.

Community Garden at Boys & Girls Club of 
Wellington

Plants Galore and More Fundraiser March, 2017

Wellington Garden Club finishes another 
happy and eventful year



The Jensen Beach Garden Club started 
the new year celebrating Arbor Day at 
the January meeting with guest speaker 
Calin Ionita.  Calin, from the Florida 
Department of Agriculture, spoke on 
the Trees of South Florida.  Later in 
the week Laurie Hoot-Capon and her 
committee set up and hosted a display 
for Arbor Day at Hoke Library.  Among 
the many things offered free to the 
public were pamphlets about insect 
control, Florida friendly landscaping, 
tree planting information, and all you 
wanted to know about the Jensen Beach 
Garden Club.  The public generously 
donated to the Penny Pines Project.
 
Club member Karinluise Calasante 
spoke at the February meeting about 
native plants and how to identify them.  
Vendor Chong Smith brought exotic, 
ornamental and hanging baskets for 
sale.
 
In March we heard from Laure Histrov 

who spoke on basic landscape design.  
Laure also brought some rare and 
collectable plants.
 
March 15  brought our “Pot ‘O Gold” 
Bingo fundraiser.   An overflow crowd 
enjoyed lunch, 9 games of Bingo and 
almost 200 raffle prizes.  Everyone had 
a bit of the Irish in them.  You would 
have thought you were in Dublin.
 
The Trip committee planned many fun 
field trips to the various gardens in the 
area.  Included gardens were Green Cay 
Nature Center.  The members were 
treated to a presentation on butterflies 
and a boardwalk guided tour. The 
Society of the Four Arts Garden was 
a self-guided walking tour.  Lunch 
was served at the Serenity Garden Tea 
House, a 1920’s South Florida Victorian 
house filled with antiques. 
 
The plant sale, to be held on April 2, 
is expected to be our largest yet.  Each 

Jensen Beach Garden Club enjoys an informative and 
productive year

 On Sunday, March 19, 2017, 
Members of District X’s Oleander 
Garden Club  together with 
Members of the West Palm Beach 
Elks Lodge #1352, dedicated 
two By-Way Memorial Markers 
adjacent to a new garden planted 
with red, white and blue flowering 
plants.

Visitors will see:
  * The first Gold Star Marker in 
Florida in honor of those who lost 
their lives in military service

member was  asked to grow 6 plants to 
be sold, and more if they could.
 Our new officers for the Executive 
Board have been elected and will be 
installed at the April meeting.  Ten new 
members will also be acknowledged.  
Our membership count is up to 109, an 
all-time high!!
 
We’ll close the season with a Tropical 
potluck lunch.  Thanks to Tina Reagan 
and her committee for the great themed 
luncheons during the year.  The table 
decorations were gorgeous!
                                    
Jensen Beach Garden Club has had 
a great, informative, and productive 
year.  This summer we will meet once 
a month for lunch.  We’ll catch up on 
gardening and friendship news and firm 
up our plans for the next season.
 
We wish everyone a safe and happy 
summer . 

Oleander GC  teams with Elks Lodge to dedicate 
two Blue Star Markers

 * A Blue Star Memorial Marker 
honoring those who have served 
in the military

  We are proud that both By-
Way Markers were the first in 
the United States funded entirely 
by an Elks National  Foundation 
Gratitude Grant. Visitors will 
note National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. appears at the bottom each 
marker.



   “Bees Are Buzzing…So Are We…
What is Going On?” was the title of a 
recent program at West Palm Beach 
Garden Club. Member Shirley Jackson 
and Certified Building Biologist Diana 
Schulz of Orlando presented a program 
on one environmental factor that has 
shown to affect both bees and humans: 
Radio Frequency Radiation (RFR).    
   Bees are being adversely affected 
by many factors: systemic pesticides, 
flowerless landscapes, parasites, disease, 
and RFR.
   Shirley and Diana presented a pilot 
study from the University of Koblenz-
Landau, Germany, where hives of bees 
were exposed to cell phones on call 
mode for 20 minutes at a time when 
bee foraging is at its height. The effect 
of the RFR from the cellphones greatly 
reduced the memories of the bees and 
their ability to return to their hives. 
     As far as humans and RFR, the 
speakers offered tips to reduce the RFR 
that is a part of our everyday lives from 
items voluntarily purchased: cell phones, 
land line phones, routers, security 
systems versus items not voluntary: 
parking meters, planes, trains, smart 
meters, and soon—every utility pole in 
the US.

West Palm Beach 
GC presents 
program on 
environmental 
factor that affects 
bees and us

  Consistently providing information 
brings desired results.  With a goal 
of encouraging members to apply for 
recognition of their gardening work, 
Jean Foley has presented an exhibit of 
gardening for butterflies at each of her 
Garden Club’s monthly meetings for 
the last two years.  
  She provides handouts that are 
available free of charge through your 
local UF/IFAS Extension Office.  How 
to certify your butterfly garden with 
FFGC is important.  Equally important 
is how to make your garden attractive to 
pollinators, the way to have those “flying 
flowers” a part of your garden.    
   This year Jean added a second exhibit 
with information about the principles 
that make our Florida gardens friendly 
to our environment, our food chain, 
and as a result attractive to those very 
necessary pollinators.  
   Reproduced below, Jean’s report shows 
the results of one Garden Club Butterfly 
Chairman’s work.
    “During the 2016-17 Garden Club of 
Stuart year, two exhibits have alternated 
at each monthly meeting:
BEES, BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES  
(with handouts and butterfly 
certification info.)

 BE A FRIEND TO POLLINATORS   
(with info on reducing lawns, going 
native, learning good gardening with 
pollinators in mind.)
This has resulted in increased interest 
and participation by members and 
guests.
     Butterfly Chairman has made 4 home 
visits to members to assist them.
     The result in 2016-17: Five 
members have been awarded Butterfly 
Certification for their gardens:  Cyndy 
Trossbach, Cheryl Gaydos, Barbara and 
Paul Uttormark, Marguerite Saady, and 
Margaret Pisciotta.
    This increases the number of members 
with certified gardens to 22 plus 4 
gardens in the community maintained 
by Garden Club of Stuart members.
   Congratulations Jean Foley, Garden 
Club of Stuart, on a job well done!!

Reminder to the Butterfly Chairman in 
each of the Garden Clubs of District X:    
Please email to ANNFROMLODI@
YAHOO.COM the report of your 
Garden Club’s activities to recognize 
gardening for pollinators to your District 
X Butterfly Chairman by April 24, 2017 
to be included in the annual report to 
the District X Spring Meeting.

Garden Club of Stuart’s Jean Foley 
increases interest in gardening for 
butterflies



    Our big annual fundraiser, the Aloha 
Annual Luncheon and Fashion Show, 
was held February 23 at the St. Lucie 
Trail Golf Club and was attended 
by 185 people.   Six of our members 
modeled lovely fashions from Stein 
Mart (see pic).  We had a vendor who 
sold re-purposed items and a Faerie 
Hair Lady who wove metallic strands 
into ladies’ hair.  
    Twenty three of our members and 
friends visited La Maison Fleurie in 
Jensen Beach.  It was amazing to see a 
tropical garden and rain forest all on a 
100’x100’ residential property!
    Our club participated in Port St. 
Lucie Botanical Gardens “Botanica” by 
introducing visitors to our bromeliad 
garden, selling raffles for a succulent 
dish and telling people about our club.  
As a result, we had 21 people sign up to 

attend a future meeting!
Pinder’s Nursery will be teaching us 
how to make a Faerie Garden March 
23,  and will bring kits for purchase by 
members. 
      Our big trip of the year is to 

Morikami Japanese Gardens 
and Museum on April 6, 
when we hope to fill a bus of 
48. 
    The  last lecture of the 
year will  be a presentation 
regarding the Coral Restor-
ation Project in the Keys 
which we hope to add to the 
charities we already support.  
   Oxbow Eco Center is having 
their Earth Day Celebration 
May 29, and our club will 
be participating by having 
children make bird feeders 
from pipe cleaners and 

Cherrios.
      Next year, one of our objectives is to 
raise money for a Blue Star Memorial 
Highway Marker to honor our 
Veterans.

by Pam Allen, President, St. Lucie West Garden Club

St. Lucie West Garden Club hosts Fashion
Show for 185 people

   The Garden Club of Stuart’s gift to 
the community, our biennial Flower 
Show, was another huge success.  Our 
theme this year was “Saturday Matinee” 
complete with FREE popcorn.  
Participation in Horticulture almost 
doubled with the number of entries 
and participants.  A new Division III 
Photography filled up fast.  
   Our joint participation with the 
Chamber of Commerce Home & 
Garden Show and the Martin County 
Orchid Society afforded us 4,000 guests 
to view our flower show.  Yes I said 
4,000.  That’s a lot of popcorn!!
   We are developing a close relationship 
with the Master Gardeners of Martin 

County.  Since we both have the same 
common goals, it is a natural path of 
partnership and a WIN/WIN for all.
    A special thanks to Louise Andrews 
and Cindy Coney for an outstanding job 

byBobbi England, President

4,000 guests attend Garden Club of Stuart’s biennial 
Flower Show includes popcorn!

as co-chairs and all of the other chairs 
for their hard work.
  A trip to Preston B. Bird & Mary 
Heinlein Fruit & Spice Park took place 
in January.  
   Plans are continuing for our celebration 
of the 80th Anniversary of the Garden 
Club of Stuart next year.  
    This is my last article for Blooming 
Tales as President of the Garden 
Club of Stuart.  I would like to thank 
my Executive Board, Chairman, 
Committees, and all of the membership 
for the support for the last two years.  
I will always remember this chapter of 
my life and the Garden Club of Stuart.



FFGC and District X represented  in reclaiming 
Florida’s future program in Tallahassee
   by Diane Rice
        A big thank you goes to  Kim Ross - 
President of Rethink Energy who along 
with her foundation  
made it possible for 
our Wellington Garden 
Club and District X 
Environment Chairman 
to attend this year’s 
Reclaiming Florida’s 
Future on March 21-22.    
It was both an ecstatic  
and somber moment 
because even though we now have both 
Republicans and Democrats working 
together  towards a Ban Fracking Bill 
in committees ... at the same time Big 
Cypress has been approved for  seismic 
testing 
    First ... let us celebrate this momentous 
change in attitudes towards fracking in 
Florida.  And I want to give credit to  all 
the garden club members who followed 
the advice of Inger Jones, Pat Carver 
and Jackie Host and called or wrote to 
their legislators with their last minute 
requests.    I say this because for 3 years 

we have banded together writing and 
calling our members of Congress to ban 
fracking.   And now it seems that they 
have listened. 
     I stood at the ban fracking rally in pure 
disbelief that members of both parties 
were together in this cause as Democrat 
Florida Senate Gary M. Farmer, Jr. 

of Broward County stood next to 
Republican Florida Senate Dana Young 

of Hillsborough County.  
Tears were rolling down 
my face.  But as we were 
all working hard to ban 
fracking in Florida....we all 
took our eyes off another 
sinister environmental issue 
and that is the building of 
the  Sabal Trail Pipeline to 
transport natural gas.

   Recalled from my last newsletter 
where I quoted  -- Noah Kuger M.S., 
P.G. report, “Geology of Florida: 
Challenges and Risks of Unconventional 
Oil Exploration”   on page 11 which 
explained that Florida was once 
underwater and because of  this, now 
sits on sand, limestone and dolomite as 
shown in the adjacent picture.  And it 
is this geology that  is instrumental in 
providing the groundwater that 93% of 
the Floridians depend for drinking.   
     It is not until you see the Fractracker 
Alliance’s map of  the proposed Sabal 
Pipeline above  that you get a sense of 
fear that several large sinkholes could 
open up right on the pathway to the 
pipeline and this or other leaks could 
contaminate our groundwater.  
   Note from the map that the pipeline 
sits mainly on limestone deposits as 
show in bright green.  Note also yellow 
dots  indicate sinkholes and the blue 
dots indicate underground springs- 
both within 5 miles of the pipeline -- 
which  I counted to be over a hundred.   
To ascertain  this yourself click on 
the hyperlink below that goes to the 
November 29, 2016 report: “The Sabal 
Trail Pipeline: A Sinking Feeling  “   and 
includes an interactive map:
https://www.fractracker.org/2016/11/
sabal-trail-pipeline/
 So ... are we as both Floridians 

and garden club members ready to band 
together again ?  Let’s start with going to 
the web site   www.sinkholestateofmine.
org  Here you can participate by hitting 
one of the stars.  
 And I would suggest coming 
to one of the rallies nearest to you on 
Saturday, April 15.  All starbursts are 
related to the forthcoming statewide 
rally but the gold one states the 
locations.   April 15 was chosen because  
Sierra Club and others have filed a law 
suit with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC)  against the  
Sabal Trail Pipeline declaring that an 
adequate Environment Impact Study 
was not made and oral arguments are  to 
be heard in Washington D.C. on April 
18.  
    By participating either in the rally or 
in donations, you will show the Federal 
Government just how upset you are 
in their efforts to destroy our natural 
resources. If all Floridians rally, I believe 
we will all win again.....just like we are 
about to win with Ban Fracking in 
Florida .



Have a 
wonderful 
summer!

Boca Raton Garden Club 
enjoys their many fund-raising 
projects
   The Boca Raton Garden Club’s 
150 members work hard to raise 
funds for the upkeep of their 
clubhouse and gardens, but they 
also have fun doing it.  The Annual 
Fashion Show, Treasures and Plant 
Sale, and Jazz in the Garden are just 
a few of our fundraising projects.
  Community outreach with Garden 
Therapy is held each month at the 
FAU Memory and Wellness Center.  
Two teams, of 14 BRGC members, 
alternate monthly assisting clients 
to create floral arrangements.  
   Work continues at The Place of 
Hope, led by BRGC members Mary 
Kaub and Dorinda Bagwell.  Mary 
attended Gardening Studies courses 
and is sharing what she learned with 
our members- helping to replant and 
clean-up the property, in addition 
to creating a tower garden for the 
residents.
   Our own Gloria Blake presented 
at our March meeting “Floral Home 
and Show Designs.”  She shared 
her knowledge and creativity by 

demonstrating several designs. At our 
April meeting Laure Hristov, member 
of the Wellington Garden Club, 
will discuss both native and exotic 
plants which she grows and sells.  In 
May, Kathy Sienna, president of the 
Wellington Garden Club, will present 
“the Dangers of Plastics”.  
How blessed we are to have so many 
members of District X willing to share 
their knowledge.

Palm Beach Gardens GC makes 
centerpieces for Meals on Wheels

  Palm Beach Gardens Garden Club 
met in April to create 40 miniature  
centerpieces for Meals on Wheels.  They 
were given to shut-ins in the West Palm 
Beach area to brighten up their spring 
holidays.  
    The club also participated in an Arbor 

by Carol Davis, VP and PR Chair PBGGC

Day event by manning a table at the 
Palm Beach Gardens Green Market in 
April.  
   At the June meeting we will be 
giving out scholarships to deserving 
horticulture students from Palm Beach 
State College.

The Garden Club 
of Indian River 
County racks up 
two successful 
projects!

   The Garden Club of Indian River 
County  has  enjoyed two major 
accomplishments since our last 
article.  First, our Christmas ornament 
depicting  Royal Palm Point was a huge 
success.  We are almost sold out, and 
second, Gardenfest was incredible!!!  
Record crowds…beautiful weather…
superior plants and merchandise from 
our 85 vendors all added up to a huge 
success.
These two very large projects support 
our civic projects in Indian River 
County.
    In May, we will install our new officers 
for 2017-2019.  I know they will have 
an exciting term in office.
    I am very fortunate in that I was asked 
to continue as your Chaplain in District 
X, so I will see all of you at the Spring 
Meeting in May.

by Kathie Althoff;  President
Garden Club of Indian River County



How I stopped killing my orchids!
Give me a plant that goes in the ground 
and you don’t see the roots and most 
would say I have a Green Thumb.  
Orchids, on the other hand, have never 
had the best fate in my garden until I 
started mounting them.  
    It took me a while to get used to the 
idea that they would be just fine without 
the security of a terra cotta or plastic 
pot.  We are lucky in South Florida to 
have a humid environment for growing 
orchids au naturel, so why not?
  I began collecting different mounting 
materials, such as cork, tree fern, 
driftwood, manzanita, cedar and teak 
which are excellent hard woods and 
materials that work great.  You can also 
use Roof Tiles or any tile that is pourous 
and wooden orchid baskets also work 
well.           

    Instead of using a medium in the 
orchid baskets, I use Red Lava rock.  
No messy medium that can smother the 
roots, however. You must water more 
often especially during the dry winter. 
season.  Always remember to water your 
       The best time to mount orchids 
is when the the orchid has new roots 
emerging and is actively growing, 
although I have also mounted them in 

full bloom with equal success.  Once you 
decide on a plant to mount, take it out of 
the pot and soak the roots in lukewarm 
water to ease it out of the pot.  Try to 
save as many roots as possible and then 
spray them with Hydrogen Peroxide 
full strength to kill any bacteria.  
   Next determine where on the mount 
you want the plant to be placed- usually 
toward the bottom, but a bit up from the 
edge.  Be sure to note the growing points 
of the plant so that you can maximize 
the space on which it will grow.  While 
most orchids grow vertically in nature, 
orchids will grow on horizontal branches 
and limbs, so you may find that some 
types thrive on a recumbent slab.   
   Now tie the plant to the mount, 
carefully so as not to harm any roots, 
with flexible wire (similar to tie wraps, 
works best when working alone). You 
can also use fishing line or panty hose 
cut into 1 inch strips. this works well as 
they have the  ability to stretch as the 
plant grows.  
       Wrap the wire around the plant 
several times to make sure the roots and 
the plant are firmly secured to the mount.  
There is no need for any Sphagnum to 
be tucked under the roots.  
    Fertilizing can be done by spraying 
the plants after watering and it’s a good 
idea to tie little mesh bags of Nutricoat 
fertilizer near the roots so that they get 
a slow release of food, even when you 
forget to fertilize.  You can decorate the 
mounts especially the ones on trees with 
some live spanish moss, which looks 
beautiful draped over the roots.  
    I have found that most of my mounted 
orchids send their new roots onto their 
new home very quickly and then I can 
cut the ties that were holding them after 
just a few months.  So free up some 
room on that patio and get those plants 
out into their natural environment.  You 
will be rewarded with beautiful blooms 
and an easy inexpensive way of growing 
your orchids with much success.  

by Laure Histrov



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date 
FFGC District X Spring Meeting 

 
Wednesday, May 3rd, 2017 

Abacoa Country Club 
105 Barbados Road, Jupiter, FL 33458 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Spring In The Garden 
 

Hosted by Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club 

 
Guest Speaker: George Rogers, Ph.D. 

 
Gardeners and the Environment 

Let’s Be Part of the Solution, Not Part of the Problem 
 
Dr. Rogers grew up in Wheeling, West Virginia, moved to the Detroit area as a teenager, and attend-
ed the University of Michigan, receiving a Ph.D. in Plant Science, followed by a post-doctoral fel-
lowship at Harvard University.  A series of academic and administrative jobs have kept him busy, 
most recently a spell at the University of the West Indies, which he left in 1999 to come to Florida for 
medical attention to long-standing eye problems.  Since that move, in Florida he has been a Professor 
and Department Chair for Horticulture at Palm Beach State College in Palm Beach Gardens.   He has 
been teaching Native Plants for about 10 years and he loves this stuff! His wife Donna teaches at 
PBSC also.   Their oldest son Martin is an engineer in Virginia.  Their middle son Curtis lives and 
works in Washington DC, and the youngest son Evan is graduating from college in North Carolina 
this spring. 

There will be an exciting selection of vendors, a gently used purse sale, and 
a money hat raffle. 
And don’t miss out on our jammed packed themed baskets for raffle :  
“It’s for the Birds”,  “Yummy Libations”, “Hostess with the Mostest”, 
“Beach Extravaganza”,  “Watercolor in the Garden”, “Begonias  
Galore!”,  “Bed & Breakfast”, “Upside Down Garden”,  “Bromeliads & 
Orchids”, as well as “Reading”, “Baking”, “Garden Décor”, and “A 
Hanging Basket”. 

Directions to Abacoa Country Club, Jupiter :  From Interstate 95, take the Donald 
Ross Exit and continue East. Go left at the second traffic light onto Parkside Drive. At the 
first stop sign go left onto Barbados Drive. The Club is on your left.  
From Route #1 going north or south, go west onto Donald Ross.  
Continue west crossing Military Trail. There is a traffic light at  
Parkside Drive. Go right onto Parkside Drive. At the first stop sign 
 go left onto Barbados Drive. The Club is on your left. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Registration Form 
FFGC District X Spring Meeting 

 
Wednesday, May 3rd, 2017 

Abacoa Country Club 
105 Barbados Road, Jupiter, FL 33458 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Spring In The Garden 
 

Hosted by Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club 

 Please complete a Registration Form for each club member registering. Copy the form as needed. 
 Forms and checks must be RECEIVED  by April 26th, 2017. 
        There is an additional  $5.00 charge to those who register after the 26th. 
         Also, no refunds will be given after the 15th. 
 Make your check out for $40. payable to: Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club 
 Mail form and check to Registrar: Andrine Cleaver  
      150 Via Catalunha 
      Jupiter, FL 33458 
 
Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Club/Circle______________________________Phone_______________Email__________________________________  
 
Please check each category that applies to you. You may check more than one category. 
 ____Member    ____District X Chairman 
 ____FFGC State Officer   ____Former District X Director 
 ____FFGC Chairman   ____Club President 
 ____FFGC Former State Chairman  ____Circle President 
 ____District X Director   ____Delegate (designated by Club President) 
 ____District X Officer   ____Guest 
 
The $40. registration fee includes a Continental Breakfast and Lunch. Lunch includes mixed greens w wild dried  
cranberries, candied pecans and Zinfandel vinaigrette, entre choice below accompanied with a medley of fresh 
vegetables, potatoes au gratin, assorted rolls and butter, chocolate Lava Torte and  
Coffee Service. Please check entre choice below: 
_____ Broiled Salmom Filet  ____  Breast  of Chicken  ____ Grilled vegetables 
 w roasted red pepper             w lime caper            w quinoa 
 butter                        butter 
 

Chairman: Donna Sereno  
 Co-Chair: Lynn Stange   

                     Co-Chair: Kathryn Whitty                   



FLORIDA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
DISTRICT X

CALL TO DISTRICT X SPRING MEETING 
MAY 3, 2017

TO:   All  District X Garden Club Members, Clubs, Circle & Council Presidents
   District X Officers and Chairmen
   FFGC Officers and FFGC Chairmen
   FFGC Former Presidents and Former District Directors
   FFGC President and Vice Presidents

DATE & TIME :      Wednesday, May 3, 2017     8:30 AM

PLACE:              Abacoa Country Club
   105 Barbados Road
   Jupiter, Florida  33458

COST:  $40.00 INCLUDES Continental Breakfast and Lunch  
   ($45.00 after April 26, 2017) Make checks payable to  “Jupiter-Tequesta Country Club”
                                 
FINAL DEADLINE:  Saturday, April 29, 2017

REGISTRATION
& COFFEE:               8:30 to 9:15 AM 

CALL TO ORDER:  9:15 AM

PROGRAM:              George Rogers, PhD: “Gardeners and the Environment — Let’s be Part of the Solution,
                                       Not Part of the Problem”
                                
REPORTS:  Chairmen & Presidents scheduled to report: Chairmen 2 minutes. Presidents 3     
   minutes.
   Give two copies of report to District Recording Secretary; keep one for your file.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Those wishing to have announcements made at the District Meeting are asked to      
               send their requests in writing to the Director-Elect no later than Saturday, April 29,     
   2017. 
                              
Registration Form & Directions are located on District X Website: www.districtx.org

Lynn Jones
District X Director-Elect


